
Daily

Hundreds of Ideas and 
Activities Kids Will Enjoy, 
Using Things You Have at 

Home!





Ideas Daily is an outstanding project.  It is a 
gift born out of the collective creativity and 

dedication of mothers doing their best a day at a 
time.  Our hope is that the ideas herein help ease 

the challenges of being a connected parent in 
these times, even just a bit.

Please remember to be kind to yourself.  Use 
these pages as playful inspiration.  Select 

activities that are well within your energy means.  
Take care.

Wishing you health, strength, and joy,

N’Shei Sanhedria HaMurchevet, Yerushalayim
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Key:
This circle contains the recommended age for the activity. If 

no age is specified, it can usually work well for all ages. 

The icons below demonstrate different skills which your child can 
gain from the activities and projects. Relevant icons are placed next to 

the age recommendation.

5+

Speech Development

Fine Motor Skills

Critical Thinking Skills

Ruchniyus Development

Education Skills (Spelling, Reading, Writing)

Sensory Development

Executive Functioning

Emotional Intelligence

Gross Motor Skills

Auditory Perception

Creativity
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In the KitchenIn �e

All cooking and baking teaches children 
about numbers, measurements, and some 
chemistry, too!  When you’re up to it, talk 
about similarities between recipes, what 

different ingredients contribute, etc.
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Hot Pretzels  
Ingredients:
1 cup Apple Juice
2 teaspoons dry yeast
3/4 teaspoon salt
2 1/2 cups flour

Instructions:
Warm the apple juice, add yeast and proof. Add rest of 
ingredients. Divide dough into 6/8/10 pieces. Roll very thin 
and long and shape into pretzel shapes. Can egg & salt them if 
desired. Bake at 425F / 220C for 15 minutes.

Simple Peanut Butter Cookies  
Ingredients:
1 cup peanut butter
1 cup sugar
1 egg

Instructions:
Bake for about 10 minutes at 175C.  Can dip in melted 
chocolate.

Melted Chocolate Shapes 
Supplies:
Chocolate (for color variation, use white, dark,and milk)
Baking paper
Regular paper
Toppings (nuts, coconut, sprinkles)- optional
Sandwich bag
For Older child variation: thick plastic bag, scotch tape
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Instructions:
Draw a very simple outline picture (ex: ice cream cone, car, 
flower, heart, har sinai with luchos etc - not too much detail, 
especially with a younger child). Tape a piece of baking paper 
on top of the picture. Tape the picture with baking paper on top 
onto the table
Melt chocolate. (You can use 2 or 3 colors to make it more 
exciting! White, dark, milk…) To melt the chocolate, take a 
sandwich bag and put in a few squares (not too much because 
it hardens quickly) of chocolate into corner of bag, tie with a 
knot and put in bowl of hot water. Once completely melted 
(even in the middle of bag), put all chocolate into the corner 
and poke a very small hole about the size of a pen tip. Then 
trace and color in the picture. You can use a toothpick to 
marbelize the different colors of chocolate. To spread over a 
large area, it is easier to put a bunch in one place and spread it 
with a toothpick over the whole area. Optional: Decorate with 
toppings.
Older Child Variation: Put melted chocolate into the corner of 
a thick plastic bag. Cut off the very tip of the bag and  use it to 
drizzle the chocolate into more precise drawings or designs.  To 
reinforce the corner of the bag, wrap the corner with one layer 
of scotch tape before putting in the melted chocolate.
Freeze for a few minutes and enjoy!

Pita Chips 
Ingredients:
Pita
Oil
Spices

Instructions:
Slice a pita horizontally all around so that you are left with 2 
circles. Then cut each circle like a pizza into 8 so you are left 
with 16 triangles. Place on a baking paper rough side up, 
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brush with oil, sprinkle either salt, garlic or whatever your family 
likes. Bake for 10-15 minutes at 200C until crispy like a chip. 
You can eat them plain or with a dip.

Colored Popcorn 
Ingredients:
1 cup popcorn kernels
For syrup:
¼ cup oil
1 ½ cup sugar
4 tablespoons water
Food coloring

Instructions:
Pop one cup of popcorn kernels.
Boil syrup ingredients together until sugar is melted. Turn off 
fire (but work quickly so that the syrup stays warm). Divide 
popcorn and syrup into the number of colors you’ll be making. 
Color syrups with food coloring (you can also try using cocoa 
powder.) Quickly pour each color over the batch of popcorn 
while syrup is still warm. Stir quickly to cover all over.

Cinnamon Rugelach 
Dough Ingredients:
5 cups flour 
2 tsp baking powder 
pinch salt 
1 cup sugar 
1 cup oil 
1 cup juice (or just add sugar to water) 
2 tsp vanilla 
3 eggs
Filling Ingredients:
   ½ cup sugar

5+
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2 tsp cinnamon

Instructions:
Mix all dough ingredients together by hand. It is preferable to 
cover the dough and let it rest in the fridge for 30 minutes.Split 
the dough into 4 pieces and roll each out into a circle. (each 
circle makes 12 rugelach). Combine filling ingredients in a small 
bowl. Divide into equal parts and spread over all four circles. 
Slice each circle into 12 “pizza” triangles. Roll each triangle 
from the wide end to the pointed end. 
Can egg for shine. Bake at 180C.

Muddy Buddies 
Ingredients:
½ cup chocolate chips
¼ cup peanut butter
⅛ cup margarine (or a bit less of oil)
½ teaspoon vanilla
4.5 cups cornflakes
¾ cup icing sugar

Instructions:
Melt the chocolate chips, peanut butter, margarine, and vanilla. 
Add the cornflakes and mix. Put the icing sugar in a separate 
freezer bag. Add cereal mixture to icing sugar and shake. 
(Margarine works better as you can see the icing sugar after.) 
Note: This freezes nicely and tastes great that way, too.

Yarmulke Cookies
Ingredients:
Half circle biscuits- one side biscuit, other side chocolate
Chocolate for melting
Sprinkles
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Instructions:
Put the biscuits chocolate side up. Melt chocolate. You can 
do this by placing a bag filled with chocolate tied tightly 
and placing it in a bowl/pan filled with boiling water until 
completely melted.Snip the corner of the bag and use it like 
a marker. Go around the edge of the cookie with the melted 
chocolate and then pour on sprinkles before the chocolate 
hardens.
You can put in a "triangle" or upside down V in the middle for a 
yarmulka with three parts. You can also put the child's initial or 
the number 3, or leave blank.

Ice Vanil
Ingredients:
24 large ice cubes
4 cups milk
5 pkts vanilla sugar
2 teaspoons vanilla extract

Instructions:
Blend all ingredients in a blender. Yields 6 cups.

Rice Krispie Bars or Balls (“Shugi”)
Ingredients:
⅔- 1 cup honey or sugar
1 cup peanut butter
6 cups rice krispies
Chocolate, for drizzling

Instructions:
Boil sugar until bubbling. Add peanut butter, mix, and turn off 
flame. Add rice krispies and mix really well. Put into a pan. Let 
cool and cut into squares. You can drizzle chocolate on top or 
cover with a layer of chocolate. Alternatively, you can roll it into 
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balls, but you may need to re-melt if it gets hard. You can also 
shape it into something that has to do with the parsha. 

Banana & Fruit Popsicles
Cut bananas into pieces about 1 - 1 ½ inches.  Lay flat on a tray, 
sticking a toothpick into each piece.  Freeze overnight.
You can do the same for melon, watermelon, or grapes! 

Black & White Sugar Cookies
Ingredients:
*Note: You can use any sugar cookie dough for this recipe, or use 
the one here.
2 eggs
1 cup oil
2 cups sugar
2 tbsp lemon juice
1 tsp vanilla
2 tsp baking powder
4 cups flour
Cocoa

Instructions:
Mix all ingredients except for cocoa. Divide dough in half, and 
then add cocoa to one half of the dough. Give everyone a 
piece of each and let them make their own creations, such as 
pinwheels, weave, letters, shapes, checkerboard etc. Bake at 
180C for 12-15 minutes.

Note: If you don’t want them to rise, reduce the baking powder 
or eliminate it. It will not rise and will give the cookies a more 
professional look.
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Vegetable Trifle
Ingredients:
Different colored vegetables of your choice

Instructions:
Cut up vegetables into very small pieces. Use a small cup 
for individual portions, or use a big glass bowl. Layer the 
vegetables in order of their colors. 

Torah Cake
Supplies:
Use the batter of your favorite cake!
2 loaf pans
1 small rectangle pan
Wafer Rolls or regular long wafers
Sprinkles (optional)
Chocolate (for melting and decorating)
Icing Ingredients:
2 cups confectioners sugar
2 tbsp boiling water
Vanilla sugar or extract
oil

Instructions:
Oil the pans very well or trace the bottom of the pan onto a 
baking paper, and place the baking paper in the bottom of the 
pan. Fill the pans with the batter and bake.
Let them cool completely - even the center, so that they will 
come out easily when you turn the pan over.
Build the Torah on the surface you will serve it on. You can take 
a cereal box and cover it with foil.
The Torah will look like an open Sefer Torah: long loaf pan cake, 
rectangle cake laid horizontally, and another long loaf pan cake. 
Squish the cakes together so there is no room between them.
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Mix the confectioners sugar and boiling water to make the icing. 
The consistency should be spreadable, but not pourable like 
water. If it is not spreadable, add a tiny bit more water. Then add 
in a little bit of vanilla sugar or vanilla extract and a spoon of oil 
to make it shiny once it dries. Spoon the icing all over the cake 
so that the crumbs of the cake don’t get mixed in. It is easier 
when you have a lot of glaze. Make sure the whole thing gets 
covered. If it drips on the tray just wipe it off with a wet paper 
towel. Once it is all covered in white glaze it looks like an open 
Sefer Torah!
To make the atzei chaim: Take some wafer rolls or regular long 
wafers and poke them into the top and bottom of both loaf 
cakes
To decorate: You can put black, shiny silver, or colorful sprinkles 
on the scrolled-up part, but don’t put too much because you 
want it to look like a real Sefer Torah! Alternatively, you can 
put sprinkles on the top and bottom of the open section of 
the Torah. To make letters, melt some chocolate in a bag, and 
poke a hole that is a bit bigger so that the letters are thick. This 
way, you can remove the letters easily before Shabbos or Yom 
Tov. You can also ice a few crackers (“lachmit” type are great 
because they are a perfect rectangle) or biscuits with the glaze, 
and once the cake and the cracker are dry you can write on that 
and put it on the cake. You can also put them in on a slant to 
look more professional like the bakery. Some ideas of what to 
write: alef-beis, “shavous”, a pasuk, aseres hadibros etc. If you 
don’t want to write, you can just make lines with the chocolate 
across the rectangle cake so that it looks like a Torah with 
words. 
Cake freezes well. 

Tzitzis Cake
Ingredients:
Your favorite cake, baked in a 9x13 pan
Whip or white frosting (1 cup confectioners sugar, 2 tbsp hot 
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water, 1 tbsp oil)
Chocolate, for melting
Sour sticks, licorice, or any other long, thin candy

Instructions:
Make the cake in a well oiled 9x13 pan, or on baking paper, 
so that it comes out easily. Cut out a hole at middle top of the 
cake. (You can cut a semi-circle out of the top and then turn 
it around and place it above the tzitzis, so that it looks like a 
yarmulka. Ice and decorate with chocolate icing.) Cover the cake 
with whip or white frosting. Melt chocolate in a bag, and then 
cut a hole in the bag and pipe 2 thick lines towards the bottom 
of the cake like tzitzis. Place sour sticks or licorice or long thin 
food of your choice at the corners to be the strings of the tzitzis. 

Vegetable Flowers
Ingredients:
Cherry tomatoes
Cucumbers

Instructions:
Cut 2/3 down into the cherry tomato. Slice cucumber on a 
diagonal (leave peel on) to get leaves. Put onto a plate, or make 
skewers. You can cut another colorful vegetable into same size 
piece and put on top 1/3 of skewer then put two leaves and the 
flower tomato

Crown Challah
Instructions:
Roll out pieces of dough into very skinny and very long strips. 
Braid it (you will get a very long skinny braid), and then roll it 
up like a pinwheel/snail. Take another piece of dough and roll it 
into ball (about size of a roll) Put that circle on top of the middle 
of the pinwheel. Make a smaller ball and put it on top of the 
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other one. Egg and bake. 

Tasason (Fizzy Sugar)
Ingredients:
1 cup sugar 
1 Tbsp lemon salt 
Food coloring (optional)

Instructions:
Mix sugar and lemon salt. Add food coloring if you want. To be 
less crumby you can add in a drop of water. To make it fancy, 
make a lot of colors and then layer it in a cup for editable sand 
art.

Banana Chocolate Ice Cream
Ingredients:
Frozen bananas (cut in chunks)
1 tsp cocoa per banana (or for a sweeter version, use shoko 
powder)

Instructions:
Put frozen bananas and cocoa into food processor (use 
S blade.) It will turn into ice cream very quickly. Serve 
immediately as it does not last as ice cream for a long time.  

Pizza 
Yields 8 generous individual pizzas
Ingredients:
2 cups warm water 
4 tbsp sugar 
3 tbsp dry yeast 
6-7 cups flour
2 tsp salt

17



4 tbsp oil
Sauce, cheese, vegetables for toppings

Instructions:
Proof the yeast by letting the water, sugar, yeast, and one spoon 
of flour sit in the mixing bowl together.  The yeast is proofed 
when it begins to bubble or foam. Add the flour 2-3 cups at 
a time, as well as the salt and oil.  Mix, and then knead 5-8 
minutes until the dough is smooth. Let rest in an oiled bowl 
until it’s doubled (20-30 minutes). Divide dough into 8 parts, 
and roll into thin circles (but not transparent thinness). Layer 
with sauce/ketchup, cheese, and toppings. Bake for 10-15 
minutes at 200C.

Tip: For a super crust, you can add this step: Before adding 
sauce and cheese, put the tray of dough circle in the oven, (for 
crispy crust, heat coming from below) for 5 minutes.  Remove, 
and then add sauce and toppings.  Set heat from top and 
bottom.  You can set a second tray in a lower rack as the first is 
baking in order to speed the rotations.

Calzone
Ingredients:
Use above pizza dough recipe

Instructions:
After rolling your dough, put sauce and cheese on half the 
circle only, leaving a nice rim of crust.
Fold in half, pinch edges together tightly.  Can egg for a nice 
shine. Bake for 10-15 minutes at 200C until nicely browned.

Zeplies (dessert)
Ingredients:
   Use extra pizza dough
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Oil, for frying
Confectioner’s sugar

Instructions:
Fill a pot halfway with oil to deep fry. Roll leftover dough 
into a long, thin, rope (as you would for challah). Cut into 1 
½ inch pieces. When the oil is hot, gently drop a few in at a 
time, flipping when one side is ready (a minute or so).  Let fry 
another minute. Remove from pot, and set on paper towels 
to drain. Once cooled, toss in confectioner’s sugar, and enjoy! 
These are only good fresh; don’t try to save them :)

Pizza Wheels and Garlic Knots
Pizza Wheel Ingredients:
Pizza Dough or puff pastry
Ketchup or sauce
Cheese
Vegetable toppings, chopped very small (olives, mushrooms, 
etc.)

Garlic Knot Ingredients:
Fresh/ minced garlic or garlic powder
Oil

Pizza Wheel Instructions:
Roll the dough into a very big rectangle- bigger than a piece 
of paper. Put on ketchup/tomato sauce and cheese, but not 
too much because then it will leak out. Add in extra toppings, 
if desired. Roll it up the long way, making a very long log. Cut 
in one-inch slices. Each slice should look like a pinwheel. Bake 
until it is done.
Garlic Knot Instructions:
Divide the dough into little pieces and make each one into a 
little knot. Mix up the garlic powder with some oil and brush 
onto the dough. Bake.
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Slushy
Ingredients:
Any kind of juice
Instructions:
Fill a bottle about 3/4 full with juice. Freeze, making sure the 
cap is on top so that when it freezes there will be no ice on the 
cap. Take it out and wait until it starts melting. Once it begins to 
melt, smash it and shake it until it becomes slush.

Shredded and Sliced Salads
Ingredients:
Any vegetables that can be sliced and shredded

Instructions:
Put vegetables in food processor. Kids love to help, and watch 
the vegetables get shredded up. Make a dressing of your 
choice and enjoy.

Homemade Pasta
Ingredients:
2 cups flour
5 eggs
1 Tbsp olive oil + a little bit more
Pinch of salt

Instructions:
Mix the flour and salt together and then make a well in the 
middle. Place eggs and oil into the well. Mix together until 
totally combined. If it is sticky, add flour. Knead for 5-10 
minutes. Wrap in plastic wrap and let it rest for half an hour. 
While you are waiting for the dough to be ready, wash a bunch 
of hangers (make sure they have a bottom piece) with soap and 
water so that you can dry your pasta on them.
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Once the hangers and dough are ready, divide your dough into 
8 balls. Make sure to keep the balls you are not using covered 
so that they do not dry out. Take the ball you are rolling out 
and roll it into a very thin rectangle. Cut into strips or whatever 
shapes you want and hang it over the hanger to dry. It should 
take a few hours to dry depending on how thin you rolled your 
dough. If it is too thin it will crack, so be careful. Once it is dry, 
you can cook it just like you usually cook pasta.

Sandwich Faces
Ingredients:
1 piece of bread
Something to spread on it (cream cheese, peanut butter, etc.)
Vegetables

Instructions:
Take a piece of bread and spread something on it (cream 
cheese, pb etc). This is like the glue. Then use vegetables etc. to 
make a face and enjoy!

Linzer Tarts / Jelly Cookies
Ingredients:
*Note: This is a standard sugar cookie dough recipe, but without 
baking powder.
2 eggs
1 cup oil
1 1/2- 2 cups sugar
2 tbsp lemon juice or water
1 tsp vanilla
4 cups flour

Jelly
Confectioner’s sugar
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Instructions:
Combine ingredients to make dough. Roll out dough in simple 
shapes like flowers or circles etc. Half of cookies are top 
cookies, and need holes in the top. (To make holes, you can use 
the top of a marker cap, washed well.) Bake are 165C for 10-15 
minutes. Let cool. Put jelly on the bottom cookies, and cover 
with the top cookies. Sprinkle with confectioner’s sugar. (If you 
plan to freeze it, it comes out better without jelly.)

Watermelon Cookies
Ingredients:
Sugar cookie dough (use recipe above, or your own recipe)
Red and green food coloring or sprinkles
Black sprinkles or chocolate chips. 

Instructions:
Divide the dough into a few pieces. You will need a lot for red 
dough, a little bit for uncolored dough, and a little bit for green 
dough. You can color the dough by adding food coloring or 
smashing sprinkles into the dough. Alternatively, you can put 
the sprinkles on top. 
Take the red dough and roll into a big circle. Roll a long, thin 
uncolored piece of dough and place around the red circle 
for the rind.  Then, using the green dough, roll out another 
long strip, a bit thicker than the white strip. When you are 
finished, cut it in half so you have two watermelon cookies. Use 
chocolate chips or black sprinkles for watermelon seeds. Bake 
at 180C for 9-11 minutes or until firm. 

Red Italian Ices
Ingredients:
1 box of red jello
1 cup boiling water
  1/4 cup sugar
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1 cup orange juice
1 cup different juice – apple (light color)

Instructions:
Add water to jello and sugar. Add juice and place in freezer. 
After it is mostly frozen, put in food processor with s blade to 
become like sorbet. Refreeze in a large container or individual 
portions. You can also make it in popsicle molds.
Ices can be made with any color jello. You can also make 
layered ices. First, freeze each color individually. Place each 
color in the food processor separately to make it sorbet-like 
consistency. Take each color and layer it into individual cups, or 
in a large container. 

Hamburger and Fries Cookies
Ingredients:
Sugar cookie dough recipe (you may need 1 ½ recipes)
Cocoa powder
Chocolate sprinkles, poppy seeds or sesame seeds
Cinnamon
Icing (optional):
1 cup confectioner’s sugar
2 tbsp hot water
1 tbsp oil
Red and yellow food coloring

Instructions:
Make a sugar cookie dough recipe. Make sure that the dough 
is not too sticky. Divide the dough into 3 parts: 1 small part for 
the hamburger, another medium amount of dough (double the 
smaller part) for the buns, and a larger amount for the fries.
To make the hamburgers: Take the smallest piece of dough and 
add in cocoa to make it look like a hamburger. Form into as 
many hamburgers as you would like by rolling small pieces of 
dough into a ball and pressing down flat. Keep in mind they
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 will rise a little bit.
To make the buns: You need double the number of hamburgers 
that you made for the top and bottom. Roll small pieces of 
dough into a ball and flatten. On the “top bun” you can put 
chocolate sprinkles, poppy seeds or sesame seeds.
Once they are all baked, it’s time to assemble the cookies. 
Place a plain cookie turned upside down on the bottom. Put a 
hamburger cookie in the middle and a cookie with sprinkles / 
seeds on top. If you want to glue it together, make “ketchup and 
mustard” icing.
To make the French Fries:  Take the big piece of dough and roll it 
out as if you were making cookie cutter cookies. Cut the dough 
with a plastic knife into the size of French fries. Lay them on a 
tray. Dip your finger into cinnamon and rub it on top of all the 
cookies to make it look like fries (and not like the bun). Bake at 
180C for 12-15 minutes. Eat with the “ketchup” icing. To make 
it more exciting, take a hard piece of white paper (like a Bristol) 
the size of a small rectangle, and color red and white stripes or 
checkers. Then, fold it in half and tape the sides together to get 
an open “envelop” for the fries.

Ice Cream 1
Yield: 6-8 servings, a little less than a 2 Liter container
Ingredients:
2 small whip containers
5 eggs
3/4 cup sugar

Instructions:
Mix all ingredients on high for a few minutes until the cream 
forms peaks.  Then, add flavorings (see below).
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Ice Cream 2
Yield: 6-8 servings, a little less than a 2 Liter container
Ingredients:
6 eggs, separated
1 cup sugar
½ cup oil
1 package vanilla sugar

Instructions:
In a large, clean mixing bowl, blend the egg white on high until 
peaks are formed.  Add the sugar gradually. In a second smaller 
bowl, blend the egg yolks and oil until thickened slightly.  Then, 
add flavorings (see below).

Ice Cream Flavors
Vanilla: vanilla extract or vanilla sugar
Coffee: instant coffee dissolved in a little warm water, then 
cooled
Mocha: coffee and cocoa dissolved in water
Cookies ‘n Cream: sandwich cookies broken into small pieces
Chocolate Chip: chocolate chips or grated chocolate
Mint Chocolate Chip: mint extract, chocolate chips/flakes, green 
food coloring (optional)
Chocolate: a lot of chocolate syrup, or cocoa powder & extra 
sugar
Marble: vanilla ice cream marbled with chocolate syrup once in 
its final container 
Strawberry: ¾ c frozen strawberries, defrosted and pureed
Cookie Dough:  roll tiny balls of cookie dough to add in

For Ice Cream 1, mix flavorings in after you’ve achieved peaks.
For Ice Cream 2, add flavorings to the blended yolk & oil 
mixture, before folding.
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Cookie Faces
Ingredients:
Large round sugar cookies
1 cup confectioner’s sugar
1-2 tbsp boiling water
1-2 tsp oil
A few drops lemon juice
Chocolate chips or lentils, bissli, sour sticks, pretzel pieces, 
sprinkles

Instructions:
Once your cookies are cool, stir together the confectioner’s 
sugar, boiling water, oil, and lemon juice.  This icing should fall 
slowly off the spoon, not drizzle quickly, nor need to be shaken 
off in globs.  Thicken with more sugar, thin it with drops of hot 
water. Spread your icing on the cookies. Create all kinds of 
cookie faces with the candy and little snacks!

Hot Dogs and Spaghetti
Ingredients:
Hot dogs, defrosted
One package (or less) of spaghetti

Instructions:
Cut the hot dogs into 2-inch pieces.  Break the spaghetti sticks 
in half. Hold together 3-4 spaghetti sticks, and skewer onto it 
1-2 hot dog chunks. Boil water, and cook as you would regular 
spaghetti.

Roasting Marshmallows
Ingredients:
Marshmallows
Skewers
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Instructions:
Cover the stove (but not the part the fire comes out of) with a 
layer of foil. Take a bunch of marshmallows on skewers and put 
them straight into the fire. They will quickly turn blackish and 
be melty hot inside.
Alternatively, roast marshmallows on skewers over tea lights at 
the table, or on the floor.  Adult supervision required :)

Igloos In A Glove
Materials:
Unpowdered glove
Water or Juice

Instructions:
Fill the fingers of a glove (unpowdered) with water or juice. Tie 
it and put in freezer. Cut off tips of fingers and enjoy.

Jello Cup Menora
Materials:
Clear plastic cups (shot glasses, or cut down regular size cups)
Yellow or orange jello
Toothpicks
Flame/ Red stickers

Instructions:
Pour jello carefully into the cups, filling almost to the top. 
Put stickers on top of toothpicks. Once jello sets, put flame 
toothpicks inside cups. Place it in a row to look like a menorah. 

Watermelon Stickered 
Materials:
Whole watermelon
Loads of stickers

3+
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Instructions:
Give your kids plenty of stickers and let them cover the entire 
watermelon.  You can do designs, pictures, anything random- 
even a planet Earth. Then, cut up and enjoy!
On a smaller scale: decorate personal oranges. This can get very 
fun if you have ribbon (which you can curl and then glue on 
to the peel for the hair) and googly eyes (or you can just draw 
them on.)

Ice Cream Clown
Materials:
A tub of ice cream
Tray or 9x13 pan to hold the clown face
Small candies (chocolate lentils, winkies)
Pretzels
Sour sticks
Fruit roll up or sour belts
Chips
An ice cream cone 
Chocolate for melting
Sprinkles

Instructions:
Defrost the ice cream so that it is soft enough to mold, without 
beginning to melt. (About 5 minutes) To make the clown’s 
circular face, either scoop out scoops and build into a ball, or 
put on disposable gloves and shape the ice cream into a large 
ball by hand. Return to freezer immediately until the ice cream 
has completely refrozen. Once refrozen, decorate your clown 
face. Prepare the decor: use candies, sour sticks, pretzels, and 
fruit roll up or sour belts, form the hair, eyes, nose, mouth.  
When the face decor is planned, remove the ice cream.  Quickly 
decorate your clown face. Return the face to the freezer.
Set a ruffled collar in a circle on a serving plate.  You can pleat     
   a fruit roll-up, or lay down cookies or chips (Doritos or potato 
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chips) in a circle, slightly overlapping one another to design a 
great clown collar. Dip the cone’s triangle into melted chocolate 
and sprinkles for a great clown hat.  Let the chocolate set.
Remove the clown face, set it in the center of the ruffled collar 
on the serving place.
Place on his hat, take a grand few pictures… and enjoy!!

Snack in a Glove Rooster
Materials:
A disposable glove per chicken
Permanent marker (red/orange/brown)
Nosh

Instructions:
Using permanent marker, color the top 4 fingers of the glove to 
be the crown feathers of the rooster. Color a beak or smile on 
the thumb of the glove, and eyes between thum and forefinger.
Fill your rooster with nosh, blow up, and tie closed. You can 
make a bunch to have a chicken coup, or play catch with them.
When you are done poke your rooster with a pin to pop, and 
enjoy the nosh.

Egg Faces 
Ingredients:
Omelette mixture
Vegetables and cheeses for face decorating

Instructions:
Fry the eggs into a whole circle, and set on individual plates.
Decorate your egg with pepper, cheeses, tomatoes, scallions to 
create funny edible faces.

2+
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Edible Kosel
Ingredients:
Finger-sized wafers (1 large package)
Chocolate for melting
Baking paper
Shredded coconut (about ¼-½ cup)
Green food coloring

Instructions:
The Kosel will be built flat onto baking paper. Break about half 
of the wafters in half.  Build your Kosel on the baking paper by 
setting up alternating rows of wafers laid flat, as follows. 
Row 1: Half wafer, whole wafer, half wafer
Row 2: Whole wafer, whole wafer
Repeat until you’ve finished all the wafers.  “Glue” them 
together by dipping the ends in melted chocolate, or smearing 
some chocolate on the “seams.” Finally, put a few spoons of 
shredded coconut in a bag.  Add a few drops of green coloring.  
Shake the coconut to make moss/grass. Smear or drizzle melted 
chocolate in a number of spots, or use areas where some 
chocolate from the “glueing” oozed out; sprinkle coconut moss/
grass on the wet chocolate.

Cereal Art
Ingredients:
Sticky spreadable food goo (marshmallow fluff, jelly, nut butter, 
chocolate spread)
Colored cereal like Fruit Loops

Instructions:
Spread the food goo on a plate to cover. Use the colored cereal 
to create art!
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Edible Fun Food Medura 
Ingredients:
Rice cakes
Chocolate spread
Pretzels
Wafers
Taffy
Sour sticks/belts (red, orange, yellow)

Instructions:
Spread chocolate on your rice cake. Lay stick pretzels in 
spokes on the chocolate, leaving a clearing in the middle of 
the chocolate. Stand one water up in the center.  Break another 
wafer in half, and lay the halves on either side of your standing 
wafer. Fortify your medura by mushing a taffy into playdough 
consistency -- use it to stick the wafers in place. Wrap the 
wafers with sour sticks from the bottom up, sticking with taffy 
as needed.
Sing, dance, eat, and enjoy!

3+
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Arts and Crafts&
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Kinetic Sand 
Materials:
1 package potato starch
1 cup conditioner

Instructions:
Mix, and play!

Talking Sock Puppets
Materials:
Old socks
Cereal box
Scissor
Pencil
Pompoms, pipe cleaners, bottle caps, paper, tissue paper, foil, 
fabric

Instructions:
Trace the foot of an old sock onto the cereal box cardboard, 
creating an oval shape. Cut out the cardboard oval, and slide it 
up into the sock’s foot. Fold the cardboard in half, so that when 
you put your hand in, you can open and close the “mouth.”
Decorate your sock!  Create hair, eyes, nose, mouth, even a hat 
and a shirt.  Alternatively, create an animal or monster puppet.

Lacing Card ( 
Materials:
Approximately A4 sized piece of cardboard
Hole puncher
String, yarn, or ribbon

Instructions:
Cut the cardboard into desired shape.  E.g., square, heart, circle
Decorate with markers or crayons. Punch hole all around the     
   edges, about a ½ inch from edge and 2 inches between each 

5+
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hole. Tie your string to one of the holes, and let the kids thread 
through the rest of the holes.

(Edible) Necklace-stringing     
Materials:
Yarn or ribbon
Cut up pieces of straw, bissli, pretzels, or cheerios

Instructions:
Tie one piece of necklace decor to the end of a string to keep 
the pieces from sliding off during stringing.  Let the children 
string on the rest, then tiie the ends together.  Wear - or eat!

Life Size Silhouettes 
Materials:
Butcher paper or several A4s taped together
Pencil, crayon, or marker
Paint, stickers, magazine cutouts

Instructions:
Trace the child on your paper, stand up, and decorate!

Portrait Silhouettes 
Materials:
Lamp, flashlight, or other mobile light source
A4 paper, or larger
Pencil
Circulars or magazine to collage from

Instructions:
Sit one person in between a blank wall and a direct light source 
(e.g. a lamp), sitting sideways. Tape a paper to the wall so that 
the person’s shadow profile appears on the paper.  Adjust 
the distance of the lamp or person so that the face profile fits 
nicely on the paper. Trace the shadow on the paper, take it 

3+
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down, and decorate!  
Ideas:
We loved doing collages from the advertisement circulars with 
themes like “Things I Love,” “All About Me,” or “What Makes Me 
Feel Good”.

Book and Magazine Holder 
Materials:
Empty cereal boxes
Decorating crafts; paper, napkins, wrapping paper, sequins, 
magazines, or own drawings

Instructions:
Cut off top of box . Cut from upper corner to approximately 
halfway down one side.  Repeat on other side. Decorate with 
paper, serviettes, wrapping paper, sequins, magazine cutouts, or 
make your own drawings to stick on.

Shrinky Dinks 
Materials:
Plastic cups
Permanent markers 
Foiled oven rack/pan
Warmed oven
Optional: magnets or string

Instructions:
With cup sitting upside down, color it all over with permanent 
marker. Place all cups upside down on foiled oven rack/pan
Put the pan in the warmed oven and watch how the cups shrink 
within 2-3 minutes! Remove shrinky dinks when they’re flat, 
and hold them down with a heavy book until cooled. Then, glue 
on a magnet or punch a hole to make necklace, or string them 
along the window as a fun decoration.
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Dry Erase Board 
Materials:
A4 white paper
Clear glue
Saran wrap
Dry erase marker or other washable markers
Cardboard or cereal box

Instructions:
Decorate a frame around the edges of your A4 to personalize 
the dry erase board. Glue your paper to the cardboard or cereal 
box cut-to-size to make your board sturdy. Spread a thin layer 
of glue over entire paper. Carefully spread saran wrap on top of 
the glue. Trim the saran wrap around the edges of the paper. Let 
dry completely ...and you have a dry erase board!
Enjoy by coloring, writing riddles for other family members to 
figure out, or write each other notes!

Make Your Own Chalk Board 
Materials:
A large piece of cardboard from a box
Black paint
Chalk

Instructions:
Cut your cardboard to desired chalk board size. Paint one side 
thoroughly with black paint. Let dry completely… and enjoy 
with your favorite chalk!

Paper Dolls
Materials:
Paper
Scissors
Coloring utensils
Boxing tape (wide clear tape)

5+

3+

5+
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Sticky tack or scotch tape
Instructions:
Draw a gingerbread style girl/boy on a paper, outlining basic 
clothing.  Cut these dolls out. Trace these dolls a few times over, 
leaving out the head, hands, and feet.  For gloves and shoes, 
trace the hands and feet separately. Decorate these tracings as 
all kinds of clothing; jumpers, overalls, tops, and bottoms.  Color 
to your heart’s content. Fortify your dolls and clothing with 
boxing tape (as a laminate). Attach the clothing to your dolls 
with sticky tack or rolled pieces of scotch tape.

Milk/Juice Carton Truck 3+

Materials:
Empty carton
Colored paper
Markers
4 bottle caps
Strong glue
Scissors

Instructions:
Lay your carton on its side, cap/opening facing the table.  The 
smooth sloped side of the top will be your windshield. 
Decorate by covering all sides of the carton with paper.  Draw 
on the doors, windows, handles, etc. Use a different color paper 
to cut a piece the size of the windshield; draw wipers and glue 
it on. Glue on extra bottle caps as wheels, and … voila!

Bird Feeder 6+

Materials:
Large cereal box
Scissors
Hole puncher
Yarn or strong string
Paper or magazines for decorating

38



Instructions:
Lay the cereal box on a wide side, and cut of the top ⅔ of 
the box.  You’ll be left with a deep trough-shaped piece of 
cardboard, so that when you stand it upright again, a bird can 
stand inside the box. Decorate if you’d like. Punch holes on 
each side of the box, tying a stretch of yarn from one hole to 
the other. Hang your bird feeder from the window/mirpesset of 
your choice! 
Fill with bread crumbs or bamba, sit back, and watch quietly as 
the birds come visiting.

Bird Water Feeder 8+

Materials:
Clear juice/water bottle
Scissor
Yarn or strong string

Instructions:
Cut bottle a few inches from the bottom -- this will be your 
feeder. Poke holes on 2 sides of the feeder. Tie a stretch of yarn 
from one hole to another. Hang in the window/mirpesset of 
your choice. Fill with water, sit back, and watch quietly as birds 
come for a drink or even a bath!

Egg Crate Mancala 6+

Materials:
Egg crate.  You’ll need a section 2x6, or a 12-egg carton.
36-48 game pieces; beans, beads, or marbles

Instructions:
Cut the egg crate to 2x6. Paint or color with permanent markers.
Place 3 (or 4) game pieces in each bowl. Play Mancala, with 
each player designating a side of the crate as their “home”.
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Egg Crate Caterpillar, Bug, and Alligator 3+  
Materials:
Egg crate
Scissors
Paint, marker, stickers, tissue paper, googly eyes, pipe cleaners

Instructions:
Cut egg crate in strips -- longer ones for a caterpillar or alligator, 
or 2-3 bumps for a bug. Paint and decorate to create your egg 
crate creatures!

Box Car/Train 4+

Materials:
Large box - large enough for child to sit in
Plastic plates
Rings cut from toilet paper rolls
Yellow or red paper
Paint or markers
Boxing tape or glue
Optional: saran wrap for cut-out windows, foil for side mirrors

Instructions:
Cut off box flaps. If you want to make windows, cut them out 
now. Color or paint your box as desired. Tape or glue plates to 
the sides as wheels, and another plate as a steering wheel
Cut circles of yellow or red paper for front and rear light.  
Glue toilet paper ring on top of light. 
Create a train by tying together a few boxes! If you attach a 
rope to the front, someone can pull the vehicle along.

Box Dollhouse 8+

Materials:
Large box
Paint or wrapping paper 
   Lego
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Popsicle sticks
Empty matchboxes
Bottle caps
Tuna can (careful with sharp edges!)

Instructions:
Cut off flaps, and save them - to make walls or a second floor, 
or to build furniture out of. Paint your house, or line with 
“wallpaper”. Use lego, popsicle sticks, cardboard to build all 
kinds of furniture. Stacks of matchboxes glued together make 
great sets of drawers. Bottle caps can be stools or sinks
Tuna cans can be tables. Introduce your favorite menchies or 
other miniatures, and play!

Napkin Rings 3+

Materials:
Paper towel or toilet paper rolls 
Paint, stickers, markers
Pretty napkins, foil or stationary
Ribbon, beads, sequins, plastelina
Glue

Instructions:
For younger children (2-5 yrs)
Help them cut wide strips from the toilet paper rolls -- about 
1 ½ inches width. Decorate with markers, paint, or stickers.  If 
you’re up to it, gloss with a thin layer of glue.

For older children (5-100 yrs)
Let them cut pieces of napkin, foil, or stationary a little wider 
than the cardboard rings. Glue to the ring, and then gloss with 
another thin layer of glue. Add bows or strips of ribbon, beads, 
foil balls, sequins, or plastelina designs (also glossed with glue) 
as embellishments.

41



Hidden Pictures 4+

Materials:
White A4 paper
Crayons
Skewer or toothpick

Instructions:
Fold the paper in half. Color only one half of the paper entirely 
(scribble, or color in stripes). Open the paper, then refold so 
that the colored half is now inside. Using a skewer or toothpick, 
press hard to draw a picture on the blank half of your paper.
Open again, and look inside!

Medura Centerpiece 8+

Materials: 
Large glass bowl or glass cups that stand flat-bottomed on the 
table (no stem)
Water
Red food coloring (optional)
Tea lights
Black paper

Instructions:
Fill your bowl or a few glasses about halfway with water, adding 
red food coloring if desired. Float one tea light per glass, or a 
few for the bowl. Fold your black paper into fifths, drawing a 
gingerbread-style figure onto one section. Cut out the figure 
while the paper is still folded; when you open it, you will have 
5 figures holding hands. Tape your dancing figures around the 
bowl or glasses. Enjoy your elegant Lag B’omer centerpiece!

Living Room Medura 2+

Materials:
All your favorite building toys (kapla, clics, legos)   
   Menchies or dolls
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Instructions:
Use any and all building toys to create a bonfire; wooden 
blocks for the wood, red and yellow toys for the fire.  Build as 
high as you can balance! Dance around with the menchies or 
dolls set up in a ring around your fire-proof medura!

Make A Puzzle! 3+

Materials:
Drawing, painting, or photograph the size of an A4 -- this will be 
your puzzle
Empty cereal box
Pencil
Ruler (optional)
Scissors
Glue

Instructions:
Cut your cereal box to the size of your drawing/picture. On 
the blank side of the cardboard, pencil in a grid to match the 
number of puzzle pieces you’d like. Draw tabs in/out of each 
square, creating puzzle pieces that fit into one another. Turn 
over the cardboard, and carefully glue your picture to the 
cardboard. Allow to dry completely. Cut out the puzzle pieces, 
and play!

Make Your Own Placemats 3+

Materials: 
Rectangular paper, A4 or larger
Markers, stickers, crayons for decorating
Magazine cutouts
Glue

Instructions:
Decorate your paper to your heart’s content!  Consider tracing 
a plate and cutlery onto the paper and coloring the tracings 
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in, or glue a collage of milchig and fleishig food pictures onto 
the respective placemats. Laminate by spreading a thin layer 
of glue over the entire paper, and then spreading saran wrap 
over the glue. Keep it as smooth and flat as possible. Let the 
laminate dry entirely before trimming the saran wrap extras.
Use and reuse!

Stained Glass 5+

Materials:
Sheet protector or thick plastic bag
Drawing or picture to trace as the stained glass image
White A4 paper
Permanent markers of a few colors
Aluminum foil

Instructions:
Slide your desired picture into the sheet protector. Using a 
permanent marker, trace the picture. Replace the picture with a 
plain white paper, making it easier to color in the line drawing 
on your sheet protector; color it in with permanent markers.
Cut a piece of foil to the size of the sheet protector. Crumble 
the foil into a ball, and then carefully reopen it. Slide it into the 
sheet protector, and voila! 
 

Invisible Drawings 3+

Materials:
White candle or tea light
White paper
Pencils or paint

Instructions:
Draw a picture or write a message using the white candle as a 
crayon.  For small children, consider placing a dark line drawing 
underneath the paper to trace. Using the pencils or paint, color 
all over the paper and watch your invisible drawing appear!  
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The pencil and paint will lay everywhere but where the wax is.
For extra fun, trade drawings and surprise each other with your 
hidden images.

3D Marshmallow Model 3+

Materials:
Marshamallows
Toothpicks

Instructions:
Cut marshmallows into small pieces. Attach toothpicks together 
using marshmallows as connector pieces.  Attach them in every 
direction to build a 3D model!
Ideas to get you started:
Geometric shapes, chairs, sefer Torah, houses

Collage Signs 5+

Materials:
A pasuk, phrase, or word for your sign
Circulars/magazines
Scissors
Glue stick or glue

Instructions:
Cut out as many images as possible that are related to your 
sign’s topic, even repeat pictures. Collage your sign!
You can create the letters out of the collage, or leave the letters 
as blank paper and collage everywhere else!

Torah Centerpiece 5+

Materials:
2 Large clear bottles, sticker removed
2 blank papers (the color of your sefer Torah cover)
Scotch tape
Colored paper, sequins, markers
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Glue
Instructions:
Tape together the ends of the 2 pieces of paper, creating one 
long paper.  Wrap the 2 bottles with this paper, creating a 
cover for the Torah. Decorate your Torah, creating fringes, a 
keser Torah, or any other embellishments you wish. To use as a 
centerpiece, fill partway with water and put flowers in through 
the bottle tops!

Flower Centerpieces 3+

Materials:
Clear bottle with bumpy flower-like bottoms
Sharp knife and scissor
Glue
Beans, peas, other dry legumes or grains

Instructions:
Cut the bottom of your bottle off, leaving you with a plastic 
flower. Cut 2 leaf shapes from the sides of the bottle. Place 
the leaves in front of you to be filled. Dribble glue around the 
inside of the flower, letting it drip down from the side to the 
middle. Fill the flower with legumes or grains, using a different 
color for the flower center. Layer glue over the legumes to hold 
them tight. Repeat with leaves. Allow to dry overnight. Tape 
the leaves to their flowers, and then either attach to a paper or 
punch a hole in the flower’s side and hang!

Napkin Flowers
Materials:
Simple solid colored napkins (2-ply)
Stapler, or string
Scissor

Instructions:
Open each napkin, separating them into 2 piles. Refold only 1 
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way, resulting in a rectangle.  Place the 2 piles on top of one 
another (folded side on same edge). Set the napkin laying 
vertical in front of you, and fold into accordion pleats, creasing 
the folds tightly. Staple or tie closed in the center, so that your 
napkin looks like a bow. Using a scissor, slice open the closed 
edge of the napkin. Lay the bow flat in front of you. Gently 
separate the layers of napkin, pulling one layer at a time away 
from the rest and toward you, toward the center.  Repeat for left 
and right sides. As you separate each layer, you’ll create a half-
globe. The first layers will be more fully stretched, the lower 
layers will remain more crumpled. Your flower can rest on the 
table as a stunning setting!
Extras:
Using a green napkin as a leaf, open the napkin entirely. Fold it 
diagonally to create a triangle. Fold it in an accordion pleat from 
the open corner of the triangle toward the opposite (closed) 
edge. Fold the napkin in half, bringing the 2 corners toward 
each other, creating 2 teardrop leaves.  
Place this under your flower globe!

Cupcake Holder Flowers 3+

Materials:
Cupcake liners
Pipe cleaners
Markers

Instructions:
Color the center (bottom) of a cupcake liner one color, and the 
sides a different color. Scrunch up from the middle to create a 
flower! Try layering colored liners for a fuller effect. Tape them 
to paper projects, or attach them to skewers and fill a vase.
Idea:
Make a sunflower garden by coloring many matching holders 
black in the middle and yellow “petals”.
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Salt Clay 3+  
Materials:
These recipe amounts are enough for 2-3 children
1 1/2 cups salt
1 cup flour
1/2 cup water

Instructions: 
Mix all ingredients together. The consistency should be easy to 
roll. Not sticky, nor crumbly.  Add drops of water while mixing 
until you arrive at pliable consistency.  You can add drops of 
water if clay begins to dry before you’ve used it. Shape and 
create!
Bake your creations on baking paper in the oven at 350F 
/180C.  It should come out rock hard.  The clay turns white in 
the baking process. 
Thick objects need a long time, and may be turned over part 
way through.  Very thin small items can air dry overnight.
Decorate your baked creations with paint or permanent marker.  
Alternatively, you can color the clay by adding food coloring to 
the original recipe.
Ideas:
For salt clay creations...
Decorate pencils; shape miniature cars, trucks, dolls, or animals; 
build a Har Sinai; use cookie cutters to engrave or cut out 
shapes; make name signs or build the Alef-Bais; napkin rings 
with salt clay embellishments (attaching decor after baking 
with hot glue).

Salt Clay Beads 3+

Create beads of any desired shape from your salt clay, and then 
poke a toothpick or skewer through your beads.  The hole will 
shrink in baking process, so keep that in mind!  
After baking, paint the beads to your hearts delight, and string 
them into jewelry, keychains, etc.

48



Napkin Rings Initials 5+

Use salt clay recipe above. 
Roll out the clay in strips (thickness of an adult’s finger) and 
form into a ring that will fit around a paper towel roll. Make one 
for each person of the family.  Then, form initials with clay for 
each person.  Bake the rings and initials separately. Once they 
have cooled, use hot glue gun or very strong glue to attach 
initials to rings. For color or shine, you can brush with egg 
before baking, or paint after baking.  

Flowers on a Vine 5+  
Materials:
Napkins or tissues
Pen
Stapler
Vine from tomatoes, or skinny tree branch

Instructions:
Take napkin and leave it folded in 4 (the way it comes). Trace 
an upside down cup onto a napkin or tissue. Cut out the circle 
from the closed napkin. Staple in the center of the circle. Lift 
up each layer 1 at a time, gathering it into the middle.  The first 
layer gather tightly, and each subsequent layer less tightly until 
you have a beautiful flower. Repeat with as many flowers as you 
like, and then you can take a vine from tomatoes or a skinny 
branch from outside and attach the flowers to it with hot glue 
for a pretty vine of flowers.

Apple Carousel  3+

Materials:
Apple
Knife
Toothpicks
Straws
Animal drawings, cutouts, stickers, or cookies
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Taffy (optional)

Instructions:
Cut an apple in half horizontally, leaving you with a top and 
bottom half (star of seeds visible). Stick 4 toothpicks into the 
bottom half of the apple, or 3 for a small apple. Place a small 
piece of straw onto each toothpick. Glue an “animal” onto 
pieces of straw cut to size of toothpick.  Place the straws onto 
the toothpicks, animal facing outwards, and then add the top 
half of the apple -- voila! A Carousel!
Animal ideas:  draw animals, use animal stickers, magazine 
cutouts, or stick on animal crackers using a mushed taffy as 
glue.  

Borei Nefashos Card 4+

Materials:
Blank Paper
Marker or pen
Circulars or magazines for cutouts
Cardstock/cardboard cut to paper’s size
Glue
Saran wrap

Instructions:
On a blank paper, write out Borei Nefashos or Al Hamichya in 
the middle. Cut out from the magazines any images relevant to 
your bracha card.  Glue them as a frame around your bracha, 
completely filling the space designated. To make it sturdier, 
attach it to a piece of cardstock/cardboard. To “laminate,” 
spread a thick layer of glue on the card, and let dry thoroughly 
-- at least overnight.  Alternatively, spread a thin layer of glue 
and stretch saran wrap tightly over the glue.
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Cupcake Crayons 
Materials:
Extra crayons, small pieces of crayon - a couple handfuls worth 
Foil cupcake liners or individual foil cupcake tins, or silicon 
shape molds
Scissors
Plastic tablecloth to catch the mess
Heated oven to 275F or 135C

Instructions: 
Sitting on the tablecloth on the floor, give each child a cupcake 
liner or tin. Have them cut the crayons into as small pieces as 
possible, dropping into the cupcake holders as they cut.
Fill the holders with the crumbs and crayon pieces as far as 
you’d like -- thin, or thick. Place the holders in the heated oven 
long enough for the crayons to melt, 7-10 minutes. Remove, 
and allow to harden completely before taking the crayon out of 
the cupcake holder. Color with your new multicolored cupcake 
crayon!

Chinese Fan 6+

Materials:
2 pieces of paper
Skewer
Crayons, markers, or colored pencils

Instructions:
Color the paper however you’d like. Fold one piece the short 
way in accordion pleats. Staple in the middle of those pleats 
and then attach the end of the top pleat of the right side to 
the edge of the left side. Repeat with the second paper. Attach 
them together and in the middle, and fasten a stick to hold it 
with.
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Marble Painting 
Materials:
Foil pan or small box
Paper that fits in your pan/box
Gouache paint
A few marbles

Instructions:
Place the paper into the pan or box
Squirt a dime-sized squirt of paint on the paper of different 
colors in a number of spots on the paper
Drop in a few marbles, and tilt the pan/box in every direction 
(but upside down!) 
Enjoy the pretty painting without much mess!

Havdallah Candle 8+  with supervision!
Materials:
Boiling pot of water
Three Chanukah candles

Instructions:
One at a time, holding the candles by their wick, dip into the 
water. Once soft, braid them.  If they get hard, you can resoften 
in the water.
Tip: Dip 5 or 6 candles into hot water together to create another 
effect.  Twist them together tightly, and then dip the bottom 
back into hot water to create a base to stand the candle up. 

Pressed Flowers
Materials:
Collected pretty petals, leaves and whole flowers -- fresh, not 
yet browning
Hard cover book
Baking Paper (to keep your book pages from getting stained)
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Instructions:
Cut the baking paper in half. Open the book in the middle, 
place on piece of baking paper in the book. Lay your petals, 
leaves, and flowers on the baking paper with a little space in 
between them.  Cover the foliage with the other half of baking 
paper. Close the book, and set it into a full bookshelf or under 
a heavy stack of books for one week. Open, and find your 
gorgeous pressed flowers!
Ideas: You can then use them to decorate anything (card, picture 
frame, notebook etc.), or put them in an empty picture frame.

Eggshell Mosaic 4+

Materials:
Eggshells, rinsed and let to dry
Paint 
Cardstock, plywood, other mosaic surface

Instructions:
Once you’ve collected a lot of eggshells, paint the eggshells 
on the outside. Then, crack them into fingernail-sized pieces.  
Older children can use even smaller pieces.  Keep the colors 
separate. Plan your mosaic image; a simple drawing or design 
is generally best. Spread glue generously on one section at a 
time, gently placing the colored shell pieces in the glue with 
the inside of the eggshell facing down. When you finish the 
project, take extra glue and spread it all over the project to 
keep the shells in place and to add an extra shine.
Ideas:
Create your mosaic on a paper and then glue the paper to the 
outside of an empty can -- you’ll have a beautiful pencil/brush 
holder.

Besamim Flowers 3+

Materials:
Juice or milk carton, with cap
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Cardstock (like the piece that comes in packages of stockings)
Whole dried cloves
Markers, sequins
Glue

Instructions:
Cut out the screw and the cap of the carton together. Trace the 
cap with the screw piece in the middle of the cardstock. Set the 
cap aside. Around the circle you drew, draw a flower, cutting 
out the center. Decorate your flower! Uscrew the cap. Glue the 
screw part into the middle of the flower.  Once it’s dry, place 
cloves inside. Keep the cap on to keep the cloves fresh!

Napkin Holders 5+

Materials:
2 toilet paper rolls
Colored tape, colored paper
Scissors

Instructions:
Decorate one roll with tape and/or paper. Cut the second toilet 
paper roll in half lengthwise (not in rings). You’ll use one half.
Lay it down like an upside down boat and decorate the outiside 
of this roll to match the first roll.  This will be your stand. Cut a 
slit in the first roll lengthwise all the way down.  This will hold 
the napkins. Glue the whole roll onto the half one - make sure 
the slit is facing upwards. Once it's dry, fold napkins in half and 
put in your beautiful holder!

Hafrashas Challah Card 5+

Materials:
Brocha or Yehi Ratzon card
Empty cereal box
Colored paper
Salt clay
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Egg, poppy/sesame seeds (optional)
Strong glue

Instructions:
Cut the cereal box to a size larger than your bracha card, and 
line it with a piece of colored paper. Glue the bracha card onto 
your covered cardboard. Use the salt clay recipe to make things 
related to hafrashas challah (pitas, bagels, matzas, challahs, etc).  
Place your creations on a baking tray, paint with egg, even 
sprinkle on poppy/sesame seeds.  The egg will prevents the 
dough from becoming white from the salt coming to the top.
Bake approximately 15 minutes.  Let cool completely. Glue your 
salt clay creations onto the frame around the bracha.
Enjoy your beautiful sign!  

Butterfly Paper Towel 5+

Materials:
Paper towel
Food coloring or liquidy paint on plates according to color, or 
dot paint
Clothespin, jewelry wire, or pipe cleaner
Straws
Advertisement magnet or string (optional)

Instructions:
Put a few drops of food coloring or paint on a plate. Crumple 
up a small section of the paper towel and dip it in the food 
coloring. Reopen and crumple another section, repeating again 
to create a tie dye effect. Alternatively, dot-paint all over the 
paper towel. Allow to dry fully opened. Once dry, squish the 
middle from top to bottom: your butterfly! To fasten it closed, 
use a clothespin, jewelry wire, or pipe cleaner.
Optional: Use pipe cleaners or halved straws stuck to the top of 
the clothespin for antennae. You can glue a piece of advertising 
magnet to the back and you can put your butterfly on the 
fridge, or hang them from the ceiling, light fixtures, or bed 
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frames!

Decorating Water Bottles 3+

Materials:
500 ml water bottle, sticker removed
Markers, crayons, stickers
Glue

Instructions:
Cut a paper the same size as the sticker you removed, and 
decorate to your heart’s delight. Glue it to the water bottle!

Shabbos Table Bentcher Box 5+

Materials:
Shoe box with attached cover
White fabric (like an old dress shirt!)
Scissors
Plastelina, bottle caps, fabric scraps, foil, straws
Glue
Glue gun

Instructions:
Cut the white fabric to size of the shoe box top plus sides. (e.g. 
if the box is 5” tall, cut an extra 5” from the lid on all 4 sides)
Scallop the white fabric edges by cutting Vs all around the 
tablecloth edges. Cover the shoe box top with glue, and a little 
over the sides. Stick the fabric on, nicer side facing up. You can 
use a little bit of tape to help it stay in place until it dries. A 
glue gun will help tack down the edges. Smooth a layer of glue 
on the top of the fabric as well. Once it is completely dry, it is 
time to decorate the Shabbos table.
Plastelina ideas: a challah board and cover with fringes, becher, 
Wine bottle, little plates, cups, napkins, benter box, licht with 
tray, tray of salad, fish etc.
Other crafty ideas: bottle caps for plates, fabric for a challah 
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cover, foil rolled up in a snake can be fastened down to be a 
candlesticks, as well as a becher, matches with tops cut off can 
be silverware, straws cut really small as a salad.
Set a plan for setting the Shabbos table - and glue them 
on.  A layer of glue over everything will increase longevity -- 
especially helpful for the plasteline miniatures.

Visors 3+

Materials:
Empty clear bottle
Scissors or knife
Sun cap (to trace)
Hole puncher
Elastic (like from a disposable mask)
Permanent markers, stickers, other decor

Instructions:
Sliced the bottle open the long way. Using a sun cap, trace the 
bill onto your plastic bottle: The part of the visor shaped like 
the bottom of a “U”, should be very close to the bottom of the 
bottle, with the rest of the visor pointing upwards. That way, the 
curve of the bottle will match the curve across the child’s head.
Decorate the visor with markers, stickers, or glue decor to the 
underside of the visor to last longer. Hole punch in each corner 
of the visor and tie a piece of elastic from one hole to the other.
If you want you can tie one end and then they can decorate the 
elastic with cut up straws and then tie the other end on.

Crumpled Paper Creations 3+

Materials:
Advertisement circulars
Oversized paper

Instructions:
Scrunch individual pages from the circulars into a ball, making 
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as many as you can. Stick them to your large paper, creating any 
image you’d like. For example, a globe, a house, a person 

Color Collages  
Materials:
Paper
Advertisement circulars
Glue stick, or glue

Instructions:
Draw a simple drawing on your paper to fill a lot of space 
(flowers, a house, shapes.  Older children can do more complex 
images.) Rip or cut pieces from the circulars based on color, 
irrespective of image. Make piles of different colors, cut/ripped 
into various sizes. Glue the colors to your image, creating a 
special color collage! The more space that is filled, the greater it 
will look -- fill in the background, too.

Planting Beans
Materials:
Plastic cups or containers
Dried beans
Cotton or cotton balls
Water
Stickers, markers, and other crafts for decorating

Instructions:
Decorate a yogurt or cottage cheese container.  This will be 
your planter. Place a soaked piece of cotton in a cup or small 
bowl. Place 5-6 beans on top of the wet cotton, and set in 
direct sunlight. Water the beans often by keeping the cotton 
well-wetted at all times. Watch your bean sprouts grow! 
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Puppets and a Theater 3+  
Materials:
Old Socks, paper bags, or regular A4 paper
Buttons, sticker, googly eyes, yarn, tape 
Popsicle sticks, skewers, or straws
Cereal or other large box

Instructions:
If using socks, pull the sock onto your hand to plan where the 
face and hair ought to go. Use glue and tape to attach all the 
decor, creating people and/or animal puppets on the socks, 
bags, or paper. For the theater, cut out the front of your box, 
leaving a frame of cardboard in place. Using a skewer or yarn, 
and a piece of fabric, dry wipes, or disposable tablecloth to 
hang a curtain. When your puppets are ready, put your hands in 
the upside box and tell a puppet’s story!
Tip: Your puppet show can be orchestrated from behind a table, 
couch, or mattress propped on its side, as well.

Drum-making 3+

Materials:
Empty formula or tin oatmeal container, or drum with a circle of 
cardboard glue on top
Paper for decorating
Plastic spoons
Markers
String or yarn

Instructions:
Use an empty formula container with a cover. If you don’t have 
that, you can take any can that you have (the bigger the better) 
and trace the circle of the can onto a piece of cardboard and 
glue it on top to make a cover. Turn the can upside down so 
the cover is on the bottom. To decorate the drum, you can cut 
out different colored triangles and glue all over, or cut out red/
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white triangles and glue a row of red on the bottom and the 
white on the top upside down. If it is hard to glue onto the 
can, you could trace the side of the can onto a paper, decorate 
the paper and then glue that onto the can. Sticks for the drum 
are plastic spoons that can be decorated with stickers or 
permanent markers.
To wear the drum, like in a band: Cut a long piece of string that 
could go around the neck of the child and back to the drum. 
Tape each side of the string on the sides of the drum so the 
child can wear the drum. You can also attach the sticks of the 
drum by taping some string to the spoons and to the sides of 
the drums. Then children can make a parade/concert/band!

Sand Art Picture Frame
Materials:
Salt
Chalk
Plates
Cardboard
Glue
Hot glue
Spoons/cups
Tape
Advertising magnet or ribbon
Sheet protector or saran wrap

Instructions:
Pour a tablespoon or so of salt onto a few plates.  Color your 
salts by rubbing the chalk onto the salted plate. On a piece of 
carboard, trace a photograph to mark the size.  Draw another 
rectangle slightly inside the first to mark where to cut your 
picture frame.  Cut it out. Smear some glue on your frame, and 
then, using a spoon or cup, spill different colored “salt” on 
the glue.  Shake off the extra.  Keep glue and salting until your 
frame is completely decorated.  Let dry.
Glue or tape a photograph into your frame, from the back side.  
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For displaying, you can either glue an advertising magnet to the    
  back of the photo, or glue a small strip of ribbon to the top as 
a hook.  Alternatively, glue on a smaller rectangle of cardboard 
to the back to create a stand.

Making a Bow Holder
Materials:
Hanger with rotating hook (or wire hanger with hook turned 90 
degrees)
Fabric ribbon (wide is optimal) long enough to clip all your 
bows on
Cereal box, or other cardboard
Markers, stickers, paint, glitter
Hot glue

Instructions:
Decorate your hanger: cut a simple shape out of the cardboard 
to cover the center of the hanger.  For example, a flower, a girl’s 
head, a rainbow.  Color it in, paint it, or otherwise decorate. 
Tie your ribbon to the center of the hanger (where hook meets 
hanger). Glue the decorated cardboard to the middle of the 
hanger, over the top section of the ribbon. Use more cardboard 
cutouts to decorate the rest of the hanger’s “shoulders.”
Ideas:
For a girl’s head, braid 2 sets of 3 strings of yarn for braids to be 
glued to her head.
For a rainbow, use tissue paper or cotton to make clouds.

Weaving with Soft Bands 8+  
Materials:
Old pairs of tights, the more colors the better.

Instructions: 
Cut the tights legs into strips ½ cm wide. Tie the ends together 
to create a band. To weave, twist the band to wrap around 
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4 fingers of 1 hand (exclude the thumb), going from right to 
left.  You’re left with the band looped around each finger, and 
crossed between each finger. The next band, repeat precisely 
as was done with the first. Pull the first band’s loops over the 
second band’s loops, bringing the first band off your fingers.
It will hang behind your fingers. Loop and twist a third band 
over all 4 fingers, then take the second band off, pulling 
through the third and off your fingers. One pair of tights will 
be enough to create a long woven line. Once finished, tie off 
the ends as follows: take the band on the farthest right finger, 
and loop it over the finger to the left of it. Pull the lower of 
those 2 bands over and behind.  From the left-most finger, loop 
the band over the finger to the right of it, then pull the lower 
band over and behind the finger. You are left with the 2 middle 
fingers with a loop on each.  Loop one over the other.  Pull the 
lower band on that finger over and off your finger.  Pull tight to 
close the line.
How to Use:
Make these into long thin scarves, a key chain, or a scrunchie.

Soft Ball 6+

Materials:
Old pairs of tights

Instructions:
Rip or cut the tights into strips (see above).
Tie the ends of each strip together, to make soft stretchy bands.
Smush one up into a ball, then take another band and wrap it 
around the first.  Continue to wrap more bands around, rotating 
in various directions, until it comes out a smooth ball.

Threading 7+

Materials:
Embroidery thread, yarn, or sewing thread (for older kids only) 
of 2 or more colors
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An object to decorate with thread (pen, alcohol gel bottle, 
empty can)
Tape
Hot Glue

Instructions:
Tape the ends of the threads to the object (do not cut yet). 
Wrap the threads around the object.  You can wrap neatly 
from bottom to top, each turn around the object being layered 
tightly against the previous.  Alternatively, wrap randomly; criss 
crossing from top to bottom to center.  Wrap the thread until 
the object is covered. When you are finished, use hot glue to fix 
the end of the thread down.

Popsicle Stick Puzzles 3+

Materials:
Popsicle sticks
Tape
Marker

Instructions:
Lay a number of popsicle sticks in a row beside one another.  
Tape them together. Flip the sticks over, and draw a picture on 
the sticks.  Color it in so that the sticks all have color on them.
Remove the tape, mix the sticks, and rebuild your puzzle.

Plastic Spoon Flowers 5+

Materials:
4-5 plastic spoons
Permanent markers or stickers
Tape (green electric tape is a special touch, or green yarn)
Spare pen or pencil
Scissors

Instructions:
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Fill the inside of the spoon with marker color or stickers.
Bend the top of the spoon back, creating a flower petal. 
Cut the spoon handles shorter by half.
Tape the handles around the pencil so that the petals are 
arranged around the pencil.
Wrap the pencil and spoon handles with green electric tape, 
green yarn, or green paper taped in place.

Author and Illustrate A Book
Materials:
A story (pre-existing, or a new creation)
Camera
Props and dress-up items
Paper
Glue
Keychain rings, stapler, or notebook with sheet protectors (to 
“bind” the book)

Instructions:
Support the children to plan a scene for each page of the book.  
Have them dress up and set the props. Photograph each scene, 
then print or develop the photos.  Glue the photos onto paper.
Write out the story and assemble with corresponding 
photographic illustrations. “Bind” your book by stapling, 
connecting with key rings, or slip into protector sheets.

Colored Rice Art 3+  
Materials:
One side of a cereal box
Paper
Pencil or marker
1-2 cups dried rice
Food coloring (2-3 colors)
Baking paper
Glue
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Markers or paint (optional)

Instructions:
Color the rice:  Pour some rice into separate bags for each color.  
Add one drop of food coloring to each bag, and shake to color 
the rice.  Spread the rice on baking paper to dry. Glue your 
paper to the blank side of the cereal box.  If you’d like a frame 
for your at, leave a 1-2 inch rim of cardboard around the paper.  
Color or paint this frame to your liking. Draw a simple shape, 
image, or letters onto the paper.  Plan where you’ll use which 
color of rice.  Moving in sections of color, smear or “paint” on 
the glue, and then cover the glue with rice.  Continue until 
you’ve filled the paper entirely. Drizzle another layer of glue 
over the picture to keep the rice securely in place.

Snowflakes 5+

Materials:
White paper
Scissors

Instructions:
Fold the paper into quarters.  
Cut a variety of triangles, semi-circles, semi-squares out of the 
2 folded sides of your paper.
Cut a zigzag or wave out of the un-folded sides of your paper.
Fold the paper again -- in half, or on a diagonal -- and cut more 
shapes out of the new fold.
Continue folding and cutting until there is no space left, or it is 
too hard to fold.
Open your paper to discover a unique snowflake!

Stilts 2+
 

Materials:
2 empty cans of same size
Tape
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Corkscrew 
Strong string or yarn
Paper, glue, and stickers for decoration

Instructions:
Tape the can opening’s edges to protect fingers from sharp 
edges. Decorate your cans, if you’d like. Use the corkscrew or 
other sharp object to make 2 holes in the sides of the cans, 
near the bottom.  The holes should be opposite one another.
Turn the can over.  Thread the yarn through the 2 holes.  You’ll 
need enough yarn on either side of the can to reach from the 
sole of the child's foot to their waist, approximately. Tie the 
yarn ends together. Walk around on the stilts, or use as part of 
your relay races!

Sensory Poster Craft 6+  
Materials:
Poster, or papers attached 
Crayons, markers
Variety of crafts material (stickers, straws, fabric, buttons, 
sequins, etc.)
Glue
Blindfold
A large workspace (table, floor) with a disposable tablecloth to 
catch the mess

Instructions:
Create an abstract art piece of crafts materials and coloring 
all over the poster paper.  Leave enough supplies to make an 
“identical” poster.
Blindfold one child, and tie together the hands of another child.  
The child with her hands tied will be describing the poster and 
directing the blindfolded child where to recreate and with what.  
Remember: there’s no bad art!
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Maze Making 7+

Materials:
Pencil
Eraser
Paper
Pen/marker

Instructions:
On your paper, outline the space the maze will take up; a large 
portion of the center of the paper. Mark the “Start” point and 
“Finish” point on your maze (e.g. top right and bottom left 
corners). Draw a thin path (2 lines side by side) from Start to 
Finish, weaving in every direction. Lightly shade this “true” path 
with pencil so that it’s clear to you until the maze is complete.
Erase small spots on the path you’ve drawn, and then draw 
more paths squiggling out from those breaks in the path, to 
create branches in the maze.  Have them dead-end in random 
places. Continue making breaks in the dead-end paths to make 
the maze more complicated. When your maze is full, double-
check all the paths to ascertain that they either dead-end, or 
return to the true path. Go over all the pencil lines with pen or 
marker, and then erase the pencil shadings. Challenge someone 
with your self-made maze!

Rain Stick 3+

Materials:
2 or more paper towels, or many toilet paper rolls
Boxing or duct tape
Dried grains (rice, barley, popcorn, etc)
Paint, stickers, tissue paper, glue

Instructions:
Tape together the cardboard rolls, creating a long tube. Put tape 
over one end to close it entirely. Fill the tube with 2-3 inches of 
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dried grains (the same, or a variety). Cover the other end of the 
tube with tape. Decorate the tube to your heart’s delight.
Enjoy the rain stick, listening to the sounds the grains make as 
they slide or shake from end to end.

Snowglobe
Materials:
Small glass jar, 250 to 500mL
Plastelina
Hot glue
Baby oil (or see alternative recipe below)
Glitter
Hot glue

Instructions:
Create a figure or small scene out of plastelina. Glue the 
figurines to the inside of the jar’s lid. Cover the figures with a 
layer of glue.  Let dry completely. Fill the jar ⅔ with baby oil.  
Add a small spoon of glitter. Tighten the lid onto the jar, and hot 
glue in place.
Enjoy your snow globe!

Soothing Glitter Jar 3+

Materials:
Small glass jar or sturdy personal water bottle
Clear liquid glue
Hot glue
Glitter
Warm tap water
Paper, for funneling the glitter

Instructions:
Fill your bottle or jar ⅛ to ⅓ with glue.  The higher the glue 
ratio, the slower the glitter will settle. Add a tablespoon or more 
of glitter, using the paper funnel to minimize the mess. Fill the 
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bottle almost to the top with warm tap water, leaving about an 
inch empty.
Close the bottle, and shake to test it out; add more glue to slow 
it down, or add more glitter if desired.  Top it off with more 
warm water. Glue the cap on by putting a ring of hot glue on 
the bottle top’s threading.  Then, screw on the cap.
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Games and Activities with Prep

WITH PREP
& Activities
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Family Photos Memory Game
Materials:
Passport-sized pictures, or cut other photos to similar size. 2 of 
each photo.
Glue
Cardstock or heavyweight paper

Building The Game:
Cut your paper to uniform-sized cards
Glue your photos to the cards
How To Play:
Mix your cards, lay them out, and play the memory game.

Dominoes
1-6 players
Materials:
2 identical advertisement circulars
3+ pieces of paper
Pen
Scissors
Glue

Building the Game:
Fold each paper into eighths or tenths, reopen, and cut along 
the folds, resulting in at least 24-30 game pieces.  You’ll want 
more pieces if playing with more than 3 players. Use a marker 
or pen to mark a line down the middle of each piece. Cut out 
matching images from the 2 circulars -- you’ll need 20-30 
images (times 2), gluing the matching images onto different 
dominoes.  You can leave a few spots blank. Let dry.
How To Play :
Turn all your dominoes face-down. Deal 3 dominoes to each 
player. Youngest goes first, and puts down a domino, face up.
The next player gets to lie a matching domino next to the first, 
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with images lying next to identical images only.  If s/he has no     
     matching image, the player picks from the “deck.” Continue 
until all dominoes are played, having created a domino maze!
Can play solitaire as well.

Picture Picture 8+  
2-6 players
Materials:
A camera (for 2 players)
OR 10 printed photos (for more players)
With pictures that have many items in them (e.g., of a toy closet, 
many outdoor scenes, a bedroom, store shelves.  You can set up 
a scene and photograph it, as well)
One lined paper for each player
Pens/pencils
Timer

Setting Up:
Write the Alef Bais or ABC out on your lined paper, one letter 
per line.
How To Play:
With the camera or printed photo visible to all players, set a 
time for 2-3 minutes.Everyone searches the photo for as many 
items as possible that start with each letter.  Be creative!
When the timer buzzes, compare words, crossing out any items 
that are shared with another player.  Gather points for each 
“uniquely yours” item.  The winner has the most points after 
using all the photos!  

Mud Splash or Chocolate Goop
Materials:
600g cornstarch (or a little less than 5 cups)
2.5 cups water
4 TB cocoa powder
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How To Play:
Mix cornstarch and cocoa together, and then add water, stirring 
well. Dig in and get dirty!
Ideas:
Drive all your toy cars through the “mud” and finish off with a 
soapy bath, cars and all.

Bubble Fun 
Materials:
1 TB sugar
¾ cup dish soap
1 ½ cups water
Bubble toys, or plastic cups and straws, hanger wire, sieves or 
strainers

How To Play:
Gently stir all ingredients together. Play with bubbles!
Idea:
Put a little bubble mixture in a plastic up, cover the cup 
opening with a baby wipe held in place with a rubber band, 
stick a straw through a hole poked in the wipe, and blow!

Masking Tape Crown Game
Materials:
A few dozen pieces of cut-up paper 
Masking tape

Setting Up:
Spread the papers all over the floor
Tape a stretch of masking tape, sticky side out, around each 
child’s head -- like a crown
How To Play:
Everyone lies on the floor and, with no hands allowed, tries to 
get as many pieces of paper stuck to their crown as possible.  
Set a time limit, or play music until “time’s up”!
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Balloon-Filled Blanket
Materials:
250 balloons
Duvet cover
A few good sets of lungs

How To Play:
Blow up all the balloons, filling your duvet cover as you go.  Fill 
it completely, and close it well.  Jump, roll, play games!  Your 
balloons won’t pop easily.
Once they begin to pop, tie off the ends of the duvet cover to 
make it smaller.  Play some more!

Grid Game 6+  
1 player per board
Materials:
Paper 
Pen, marker, or pencil
Ruler
48+ beans or beads for game pieces

Setting Up:
Draw a grid of whatever size you’d like.  A 7x7 grid, for example, 
will give you 49 squares. Using one less game piece than 
squares available (e.g. 48 game pieces), put one piece in each 
square, leaving one empty.
How To Play:
Objective: remove as many pieces as possible from the game 
board. Jump one piece over another, landing in an empty 
square. Any piece that gets “jumped over” is removed from the 
board.  As the game progresses, it will get harder!.
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Bowling 3+  
1-8 players
Materials:
10 empty water bottles
Water
Ball

Setting Up:
Decorate your water bottle bowling pins if you’d like!
Fill bottles halfway (or less, for younger children) to weigh them 
down. Set the bottles in a 4-3-2-1 formation. 
How To Play:
Roll the ball from a set distance and see how many pins you 
can topple! For older children, keep a tally of toppled pins on 
each turn, and count up the tally when your game is over.

Colored Rice Game 4+
 

Materials:
1 ½-2 cups dried rice
Plastic bag
Food coloring
Large flat plastic container
One sheet of paper
Tape

Setting Up:
Put the rice in the bag with a drop of food coloring. Shake it 
up to color the rice.  If there is too much food coloring, spread 
the rice on a sheet of baking paper to let the rice dry. Write the 
numbers 1 through 20 in random order and random size around 
the paper. Tape the paper face up to the underside of the clear 
container. Pour the dry colored rice into the container.
Ask your little kids to find a number by moving the rice around 
and revealing the numbers beneath.
Ideas:
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    For younger children, draw shapes on the paper instead, or 
swatches of color. For children learning alef-beis, or ABCs, fill 
the paper with letters instead.

Pictionary Variation 4+

2-10 players
Materials:
Newspaper
Paper
Blindfold(s)
Markers or crayons
Scotch or masking tape

Instructions:
Tape a large piece of newspaper to the wall to protect it 
from color bleed/coloring outside the lines.  Hang at an easy 
coloring-height for the players. Tape a piece of paper on top 
of the newspaper (or 2, if playing in teams). Blindfold the first 
player(s) up.  Give the players a directive to draw an object or 
scene, and set them in front of their paper. Have the players 
draw, and the audience guess what the drawing is of.  When it’s 
guessed correctly, another player gets a turn. In teams, play for 
which team guesses correctly first!

Oversized Boggle Board 7+  
Materials:
Large piece of paper, or a number taped together
Marker
A4 paper, for boggle pieces

Setting Up:
Draw a large grid 4x4 or 5x5. Cut papers, draw one letter per 
paper, repeating the more commonly used letters.
How To Play:
Shuffle the papers, and then randomly set letters into the grid
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Under a few minute timer, write down as many words as you 
can create by stringing together letters that share a side or 
corner.

I Spy In A Bottle
Materials:
Clear, empty water or soap bottle, completely dry
Dried rice, beans, popcorn kernels, beads
30 tiny items (like safety pins, small lego, rubber band, straw 
piece, crayon piece...), all smaller than a 10-agurot coin
A list of your tiny items

Setting Up:
Drop all items into the bottle. Then, add rice, beans, beads, 
popcorn kernels, etc. until the bottle is at about 95% full.
Close the bottle tightly, and shake it around well so that your 
tiny items hide amongst the rice, etc.
How To Play:
Search for the 30 hidden items.  As it gets easier, add a time 
challenge!
Tip:
For younger children, use bigger items and/or fill the bottle 
only 50-60%. For very young children, use water instead of the 
dried grains.

Image Story Game 3+

Materials:
50+ cards
50+ magazine cutouts or self-drawn/traced images for each 
card

Setting Up:
Glue your images to your cards.
How To Play:
Turn all the cards face down. The first player turns over a card, 
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and says the first sentence of a story based on the image of the 
card. The next player turns over a card, and continues the story.
Continue with all the players taking turns until the last card is 
turned over.

Go Fishing 2+

Materials:
Toilet paper roll
Scissor
6 inch string
2x2 piece of advertising magent
Paper
Paperclips
Large bowl or plate

Setting Up:
Make a fishing rod: decorate the toilet paper roll.  Poke a hole 
with a pencil or scissor toward one end.  Tie the string to the 
hole. Attach the piece of magnet to the other end of the string 
by either poking a hole in the magnet and tying it to the string, 
or taping it well. Draw a number of different sized fish on your 
paper, color them, and cut them out. Attach a paperclip to each 
fish.
How To Play: 
Place all the fish in the bowl. Go fishing by trying to pick up 
each fish with the magnet on your fishing rod!
Tip:
For children 5 or older, you can waterproof your fish by 
covering with tape, and then fish out of a bowl of water!

Color Bidding Game
Materials:
Several papers of different colors; you can make your own by 
coloring them solid.
Gather prizes or privileges of any kind; fun, silly, or simple.
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Newspaper or wrapping paper
Scissors

Setting Up:
Cut the colored paper into many many pieces, with different 
colors in different sizes respectively. Wrap the prizes or 
written privilege: in a box or container, and then covered with 
newspaper or wrapping paper so that it is quite disguised.
Give each color secret “points value,” respective of the size 
they’ve been cut to.  Larger pieced colors are worth more. Big 
numbers are fun; 100, 500, 1000.  Players don’t know the 
points value.
How To Play:
Let the older children be leaders and create teams
Send everyone out of the room, and spread the cut papers 
across the floor. Call them back in to speedily collect as many 
as they can. Individuals or teams count up their colors, and then 
points. Points are rewarded with the mini prizes and privileges.

Float Your Boats 2-8  
Materials:
Waterproof building toys
Bathtub or kiddie pool filled with water

How To Play:
Build boats and rafts from all your waterproof building toys, 
and then float your fleet!  See how long they float for, if they 
can bear weight, or race them!

Pool In The Bath 1-5  
Materials:
Bathing suits
Small pool toys
Bathtub of water
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How To Play:
Pretend you’re taking a trip to the pool or the beach, and play!

Balloon Dance 1+

 motor skills, impulse control
Materials:
One or two balloons per person

Setting Up:
Blow up the balloons, and tie to one foot (or both). Younger kids 
can stand on 2 feet.  Challenge the older children to hop on 
one.
How To Play:
Everyone tries to pop each other’s balloon(s) by stepping on it.  
Try to avoid getting your own popped! Countoff: 1-2-3, go!

Newspaper Hunt 2-8   
1+ players
Materials:
A huge box or a cornered-off area (using furniture, for example)
Many newspapers or circulars

How To Play:
Separate the pages of newspaper, and crumple each page into 
a ball. Fill your large box or corner with balled-up papers.
Toss in toys or prizes, and have your children jump in to find 
them! 
Ideas:
For a few children of different ages, send them in one at a time, 
giving a time limit respective to age.  See how many they can 
find within their time.  You can even draw a table/grid and mark 
their time to see how it improves over time/days.

Parshiyos Racko 6+
 

2+ players
Materials:
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Paper towel or toilet paper roll for each player
Card-sized papers (cut A4s are great)
Pen/maker

Setting Up:
Cut the paper towel roll in half to be used a card rack. Cut 
ten slits across the roll’s width. Write out the names of the 
parshiyos on the cards.
How To Play:
The goal is to put your parshiyos cards in ascending order 
Each player is dealt/picks up 10 cards, and places them in his 
rack in the order they came out. The rest of the cards are set in 
a face-down pile. On each turn, a player picks the top card from 
the deck and has 2 options: use, or discard. The player should 
use it if it helps him have ascending-order-parshiyos in his rack.  
In that case, swap it with an “out of order” card from his rack, 
placing that card in the discard pile. If the card picked from 
the deck is unhelpful, place in the discard place. Now it’s the 
next player’s turn! The first play to have all 10 cards in correct 
ascending order calls “Racko!” and wins.

Family Survey 5+

Setting Up:
Make a list of questions to be used in interviewing friends 
or family, or create a survey of questions to ask a number of 
people -- in, or out of, the family.  Choose sets of questions 
that are of particular interest to your kids. Delegate children to 
interview/survey the friends and family members.
How To Play:
Everyone calls and interviews their interviewees.  
Collect the results and find similarities or differences!
See if any conclusions can be made about what makes you 
similar or different from the people you are connected to.
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Puzzle Day 2+

How To Play: 
Take out all the puzzles you have in your house, building them, 
and make a carpet across the floor. Take pictures of your family 
in various poses on your puzzle carpet.

Make A Tent! 2+

Materials:
Flat bedsheets
Big sticks, or rope
Stones

How To Play:
Find an area where you can build your tent. Stick a few long 
sticks in the ground, or hang a rope between two trees.  Lay 
your sheets across, and then use rocks to hold the sheets wide 
in place. Have a picnic or play games in your family tent.

Balloon Room 1+

Materials:
100s of balloons
A small room 

How To Play:
Blow up hundreds of balloons, filling a room with them.  Have a 
balloon ball! 

Balloon Science Trick 3+  
Materials:
Balloon or disposable glove
Small empty plastic bottle (for balloon) or container (for glove)
¼ - ½ c vinegar
1-2 tsp baking soda
Instructions:
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Pour the vinegar into your container or bottle. Put 1-2 tsp 
baking soda in the balloon/glove (shaking it into the fingers).
Carefully stretch it over the bottle/container opening. Lift the 
balloon/glove so the baking soda spills into the vinegar. Watch 
the chemical reaction!

Parsha Centerpieces 2+  
Materials and Instructions are open to your creativity!
Build a centerpiece for table depicting something from the 
Parsha or Pirkei Avos. Alternatively,  each person makes 
something to put by his place and everyone guesses what it has 
to do with the parsha.

Collage Our Answers 3+   
Materials:
A number of blank papers taped together in a strip, or a stretch 
of butcher paper
Markers, crayons, colored pencils 
Many questions about likes, dislikes, preferences, or memories

Instructions: 
Each child chooses a signature color. Ask each question, 
allowing everyone to write or draw their answer in any way 
they’d like. Between each question, rotate positions so that 
the participants’ answers are scattered across the paper. You 
can rotate signature colors if the participants prefer. Hang your 
collage in a prominent place for everyone to enjoy

Haunted House or Me’arat Sheidim 2+

Materials:
Moveable furniture
    Blankets and sheets
Flashlights (for young children)
Funny-textured objects 
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Setting Up:
Using the blankets, sheets, chairs, and tables, build a 
darkened maze of tunnels.  Place the various textured items at 
particularly dark spots along the way.
How To Play:
Crawl through your tunnels, flashlights (or not) in hand.  Some 
players can gentle tickle or blow fan through the sheets at 
various spots along the way.

Shoe Box Game
Materials:
Shoe box
Carboard/cereal box
Paper
Markers
Scissors

Instructions:
Build a miniature board game on a cereal box, creating all the 
cards and pieces, drawing out the board on paper glued to a 
piece of cardboard. Decorate the shoe box to represent your 
board game. Store, play, and enjoy!

Miniature Ice Hockey 
Materials:
Giant aluminum pan
Water
Permanent marker (optional)
Popsicle sticks
Bottle cap
Plastic bowl
Scissor
Instructions:
On the aluminum pan, draw the halfway mark and other hockey 
rink markings. Fill the pan with 1-2 inches of water. Freeze 
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flat until completely solid. To make the hockey sticks, snap 2 
popsicles about ⅓ of the way down, and then tape together 
as an L-shape.  Alternatively use a plastic spoon. To make the 
goals, cut a plastic bowl in half. A bottle cap is the puck. Play 
hockey!
Tip:
To freeze the goals in place, set them in the pan when the water 
is just beginning to freeze.

Memory Frame Game 4+

1-3 players
Materials:
2 identical magazine
Scissors
Cardstock (optional)

Instructions:
Find at least 20 pictures, cutting out their identicals so that 
you’ll have 2 of each image. Glue to cardstock.  This will make 
the game sturdier as well as disguise the image. Shuffle the 
cards.Lay out the cards as in the classic memory game. As you 
collect matches, place them as a frame around the game area.  
When the game is over, you’ll have a complete frame.
This is a great one-player game!

Record an Audio Book 
Record yourself, or a reading-age child, reading a storybook, or 
a number of books, for the children to listen to over and over 
again. If you’d like, make a signature sound to mark the end of 
each page so they can follow along in the book. You can record 
this on your own time, or when you’re reading to the children 
live.  Collect a number of recordings for lots of entertainment!
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Mirror Maze 4+
 

Materials:
Electric tape (or masking tape)
Handheld mirror

Setting Up: 
Create a maze on the floor with the electric tape, with a path 
wide enough for the players to walk in.
How To Play:
One at a time, the players stand at the start of the maze, facing 
away from the maze.  Hold up the mirror so that the maze is 
visible in the reflection.  Walk through the maze backward, 
orienting via the mirror. 
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Athletics Top Your Score 3+

Materials:
Jumprope
Ball
Other sport accessories
Notebook or paper
Pen
Timer (optional)

How To Play:
Select a series of activities to “top your score” in.  For example: 
jumprope, dribbling a ball, toss and catch a ball, pushups, hops.
Draw a table for each child: the activities listed in the rows, and 
the date/day of the week listed across the columns. Starting 
from the youngest, have each child do one activity.  Mark their 
time or repetitions in the square corresponding to the activity 
on that day. Repeat with each activity. Over the course of a few 
days, each child will see how s/he progresses to top his/her 
score!

Find the Coins 2-12  
Materials:
Large bowl - or a bowl for each child
Rice
Coins (count them first!)

How To Play:
Fill the bowl with rice. Add the coins. Have a “find the coins” 
race, or set a time and see how many a player can find within 
the time limit.

Bozo Buckets 4+  
1+ players
Materials:
   Random “buckets”; containers, bowls, and cans
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Small balls or bean bags

How To Play:
Give each “bucket” a point worth; smaller buckets are worth 
more. Determine the “throw line”: where each player stands 
from to toss their ball. Three turns per player, try to toss the 
balls into the buckets and collect bozo points! Play as many 
rounds as they’ll go.

Musical Chairs
Materials:
1 chair less than the number of players
Music + Player with an easy pause button

How To Play:
Line your chairs side by side, alternating the direction the chair 
faces. With all players standing, start the music, and everyone 
walks or dances around the chairs. Press pause; when the music 
stops, everyone sits in the closest chair to them.  The 1 player 
without a seat is “out.” S/he can be the next to press pause.
Remove a chair, press play, and repeat until there are no chairs 
left!

Hopscotch  4+  
Materials:
Electric tap or masking tape

Setting Up:
Use the tape to create an indoor hop scotch on the floor! Make 
it any size and shape you want. Play!

Initiative Game 3+

Setting Up:
Create a number of “impossible” challenges for your players to 
complete, where their imagination and creativity will 
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bring them to completion.

How To Play:
Give a player -- or a team of players -- a task.  Use a time limit 
to increase the challenge, or have multiple players creating 
their own solution simultaneously.  If your kids like points, you 
can give points for success, for creativity, for teamwork, for 
speed.
Challenge Ideas To Get You Started:
Publish a sefer; teach a monkey to dance; catch a fish; receive a 
bracha from a Rebbe; sell whisky from a store; blow the world’s 
biggest bubble.
An Example:
“Receive a bracha from a Rebbe”: Child can use a mentchie/doll, 
put a hat on it to create the Rebbe, and then place a card with a 
bracha in front of the doll to “receive a bracha from a Rebbe.”

City On The Floor 1-6  
Materials:
Electric or masking tape
Cars, trucks
Building toys or miniatures

Setting Up:
Using electric tape or masking tape on the floor to build roads, 
marking landmarks or important buildings. Use other building 
toys for houses, parks, zoos, hospitals, shuls, or anything else 
you’d like.  Add toy animals, menchies, finding where they live 
and what they’re doing.  Take out your cars, and trucks, and 
trains to travel the city.

Dot and Squares 6+  
Materials:
Paper (lined, grid, or plain)
2 pens
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Setting Up :
Make a grid of dots, for example 10 rows of 10 dots. 
How To Play:
Players take turns drawing a line from one dot to another dot. 
When either player uses her line to create a square, she marks 
it hers and takes another turn. Whoever gets the most squares, 
wins!
Ideas:
Mark you squares by signing it with initials, or by using 
different colored pens for each player and then coloring in with 
signature color.

Guess The Picture 5+  
Materials:
Camera

How To Play:
Take photographs of parts of large objects, or zoomed-in on 
objects.  Let everyone take turns guessing what they are. 
Writing down the answers under a time limit ups the challenge!

Funny Story Writing 6+  
3+ players
Materials:
Pen and paper

How To Play:
Player 1 writes one sentence of a story. Player 2 writes the 
second sentence of the story, then folds over the first sentence. 
Player 3 only sees sentence 2 and must write the next sentence 
of the story, then folding over the previous sentence, and so on.  
Continue until the page is full.
Open, read, and get great giggles out of your funny story!
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If/Then 6+  
Materials:
Paper
Pen
Scissors

Setting Up:
Write out many “if/then” sentences, with the “if”s in one 
column, and the “then”s in a second column.  At least 10 
sentences. Cut the paper down the middle between “if” & 
“then”, and then cut all the sentences into strips, keeping the 
“ifs” and “thens” in separate piles.
How To Play:
Take turns picking out “if” and “then” phrases from the piles, 
reading them aloud.  They’ll come out funny, and the more 
sentences you’ve made, the funnier it gets!
Ideas To Get You Started:
If I was an elephant, then I would have gigantic ears; If I were 
a baby, then I would cry a lot; If the sky was purple, then the 
ocean would be purple too.
Additional Challenge and Fun (improvisation skills):  
have 2 actors pantomime the phrases as they are read!

Alligator Game 8+  
Setting Up:
Write a long word on a paper for all players to see.
How To Play:
With a time limit, have everyone create as many words as 
possible from that one “alligator word’ using each letter only 
as many times as it appears in the “alligator word”, per created 
word. When time is up, compare your created words.  Cross off     
    any shared words.
Whoever has most original words, wins!
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1-100
Setting Up:
Draw a grid 10x10 (100 squares)
How To Play:
Goal is to see how high you can get trying to fill all the squares 
with numbers 1-100. Choose a spot for number 1.  The next 
number, 2, can only be placed in a space that is three to the 
right, three to the left, three up, three down or skipping one 
space diagonally in any direction. Continue with this pattern; 
the next number, 3, can be placed in a spot that is three to the 
right, etc., from number.  Number 4 must be said distance from 
number 3.  Number 5 distant from number 4, and so on. Keep 
going until you get stuck!
Strategize to get as close to 100 as possible.

Relay Races 
How To Play:
Create fun race challenges for 1 player, 2 players or 2 teams of 
players, for loads of fun
Ideas for Relays:
• Run to a spot with a pile of clothing; put it on, and take it all 
off.
• Balance a hard boiled egg in a spoon that is held in your 
mouth, and walk from point A to point B.  If the egg drops, start 
from the beginning!
• Run to point B and build a pyramid of cups.
• Wrap a child in a roll of toilet paper, toe to head.
• Finish drinking a full baby bottle of juice/water.
• Use a straw to move cereal or soup nuts from one plate to 
another.
• Eat a plate of Bamba with hands tied behind your back.
• Roll a balloon of water from point A to B while on your belly, 
no hands.
•Use a straw to blow a pom pom from point A To B.
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Picture Sentence Game 7+

Materials:
Pen & paper

How To Play:
At the top of the page person #1 should draw any picture. Pass 
to person #2 who then writes a sentence about the picture, 
then folds the paper so the picture cannot be seen. Pass to 
person #3, who reads the sentence and draws his/her own 
picture, then folds the paper so the sentence cannot be seen.
You can pass to a fourth player or send back to the first to keep 
going as long as you like. When you’re done, unfold and enjoy 
the series of communication!

Jotto  7+

2 players
Materials:
Pen & paper

How To Play:
Jotto is like MasterMind, with words; guess your opponent’s 
code word by trying out other words. The first player chooses 
a 5-letter word, writes it down, and conceals it. The “guessing” 
player writes down a 3-5 letter word and the first player says 
how many letters from this word are in his word. Keep picking 
words and eliminating letters til you guess the other person's 
word.

Interview Guess Who 5+  
Setting Up:
Create a list of 4-5 of funny questions to ask relatives/friends, 
to which answers aren’t readily known. For example, “What was 
your favorite treat growing up?”
How To Play:
    Every child picks a relative or friend to call, but doesn’t tell 
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anyone else who they are picking. (You’ll need one coordinator 
to make sure you don’t have one person called twice.) 
Everyone makes their calls, asks the list of questions.  Go 
around reading the sets of answers.  Try to guess who was 
interviewed!

Guess Who By Phone 5+  
How To Play:
One child calls a friend/relative, while no one else knows who 
it is, and asks the person who was called to mute themselves.
While on speakerphone, the children at home ask yes or no 
“Guess Who” type questions to the person who was called.
The mystery person presses a button once to answer yes, and 
presses twice to answer no.  You’ll hear those beeps!
Try to guess who the mystery person is! At the end, s/he 
unmutes themselves and everyone enjoys a good laugh!

Bag Skit 3+   
3+ players
Materials:
A bag and filled with random things (clothing, household items, 
utensils)  
How to Play:
The actors must use everything in the bag over the course of a 
skit.  The items can be repurposed for alternative uses; a bowl 
can be a drum, a pot can turn into a baby bath.  

Obstacle Course 2+  
How To Play:
Create an obstacle course throughout the house.  You can mark 
the route with electric or masking tape if you’d like!
Ideas To Get You Started:
Walk next to the wall; climb the couch; under a table, chair, or 
shtender; over a chair or stack of chairs; land inside the laundry 
basket; jump 10 times while holding sides of laundry basket.
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Use props like pillows, buckets, or extra mattresses to increase 
the fun! Masking tape can mark spots on the floor to jump, spin, 
skip, or roll. Turn on music to get it really going.  You can use it 
to play follow the leader, too!

Hold The Ice 5+  
3+ players
Materials:
Ice cubes
Towels/shmattes

How To Play:
Choose a topic to speak about, or begin a story.
One person starts, holding the ice and speaking for as long as 
tolerable.  When the ice gets too cold, pass to the next person 
who picks up where the previous player left off.  When that 
cube melts, take another and start again!

Pairing The Socks 3+  
Materials:
Lots of unpaired socks

How To Play:
Dump all the unpaired socks onto the floor.  Set a timer, and 
then in teams or as individuals, see how many pairs can be 
found before time runs out!

Partners Game
Setting Up:
Create a list of questions for one person to ask his/her partner 
about him/herself.
How To Play:
Send player A out of the room.
Player B asks questions about player A to the family (or family   
     over the phone!), and everyone tries to answer as accurately 
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as possible.
Bring player A back, and ask her the same questions -- 
compare!
Tip:
This can be a Shabbos game if the questions are prepped 
ahead of time.

Pass The Ice Around 1-5

Materials:
Cup
Water
Small object (bottle cap, miniature toy)

Setting Up:
Fill a cup ¼-full with water, and place your small object inside.  
Freeze until solid.
How To Play:
Pass the cup around, either continuously until the water is fully 
melted, or singing “pass the cup around, around and around, 
and when the cup of ice stops, hold that ice!”
Tip:
Have the little ones sit on shmattes so that when the game is 
over, you can simply wrap it all up.

Coloring With Chalk 2+

Materials:
A few cereal boxes or a large cardboard box
Chalk

Instructions:
Open up the box(es) to create a lot of coloring surface.  Color 
on the cardboard as you would the sidewalk!
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Ship Shore Game 3+  
Setting Up:
Choose one wall on one side of room to be called ship and the 
other side to be called shore
How to Play:
One person calls “Ship!” and all players run to that side of the 
room. When “Shore!” is called, run there. Call “Freeze!” to make 
everyone stop, drop to the floor, and put out their hands.  
Make it as difficult or challenging as you’d like!
Tip: 
For older kids, you can add more commands, like “Sail!” means 
spin around.  Use your imagination!

Red Light, Green Light, 1-2-3 3+

3+ players
How To Play:
One player stands at one end of the room; she is “it.  The other 
players stand on the opposite end. The player who is “it” turns 
away from everyone else, and calls out “Red light, green light, 
1-2-3!” While her back is turned, all the players try to get as 
close to her as possible before she finishes calling out.
As soon as she’s said “...1-2-3,” she turns quickly to face 
everyone; they must freeze. If the player who is “it” sees 
anyone moving forward, she sends them back to the start line.
Whoever reaches the “it” player first, wins!

Color Search Game  3-5

Materials:
Different colored papers or colored items

How to Play:
Show one color at a time, and have the children find a number 
of items of that color as quickly as they can.  
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Guess Who Live 3+  
6+ players
How To Play:
All players stand up. One person thinks of a person in the room, 
and the others ask “Guess Who” style questions. For example, 
“Does the person have black shoes?” If the answer is no, 
everyone with black shoes sits down. Keep asking questions 
until you can Guess Who!

Ga Ga
Materials:
Ball

How to Play:
GaGa is like Elimination, but here the ball stays on the floor.
Push furniture aside to clear the floor. Try to get people “out” 
by rolling the ball to another player’s legs. Rolling is down 
hands only (no kicking!). Once “tagged” by the ball, that player 
is out until the person who “tagged” them gets out.  Then, the 
first player is back in. Play with 2 balls for extra challenge!

Spud
Materials:
A ball
A large playing area

How To Play: 
Each player is given a secret number, and stands at the room’s 
perimeter (outside, spread out from the center). One player 
tosses up the ball, calling “1-2-3-SPUD!! Number X!!” -- calling 
another player’s number. That player must catch the ball, while 
all other players run away from him.  Once the ball is caught, 
all players must freeze. The player now holding the ball takes 
3 steps in any direction, and tries to get another player out: 
hit the ball at a player without that player catching it.  If they 
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succeed, the player that was hit receives an “S”.  If the ball is 
caught, the thrower gets an “S.”  If the ball reaches no one, no 
one receives an “S.” Another player picks up the ball and starts 
again, “1-2-3-SPUD!! Number X!”, and so on. When a player has 
all the letters in SPUD, that player is out.
Idea for Older Children
With 5 or more children, make 2 ghost numbers.  For example, 
with 5 players, use 7 numbers; 2 numbers are not attached to a 
player, and if someone calls them, they receive a SPUD letter.

0-0-1-1 4+  
4+ players
Setting Up:
Sit around in a circle, and give everyone a number from 0 and 
up. The first person says their number 2 times while patting 
on their lap, then calls someone else’s number 2 times while 
clapping their hands. (0 calls 3 by saying 0-0-3-3; then 3 calls 
5 by saying 3-3-5-5) If you miss when your number is called or 
you use a number not currently in the circle, then you are out. 
Ideas:
For children ages 4-7, use names instead of numbers.
For older children, you can skip numbers when you’re naming.  
If someone calls a skipped number he moves to 0 and everyone 
moves up to the next valid number.  This makes it really 
confusing...and fun!

20 Questions 5+

How To Play:
Think of a person, place or thing and everyone has to figure it 
out by asking up to 20 questions

Freeze and Justify 6+

How To Play:
Two actors act out a scene. One person from the audience calls     
   “Freeze!” to freeze them in position.  
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Another audience member calls “Justify” to one of the actors.  
The “justified” must continue acting from the frozen position, 
now with a totally different scene/theme. If an actor hesitates, 
or can't come with another idea, that actor switches with 
someone else in the audience.
Ideas:
Can start with suggesting scenes from Tanach, popular stories, 
or vignettes from day-to-day life. 
Even very small children can be the freezers and justifiers!

Freeze and Justify Alternative Version
How To Play:
An audience member stops them after a few moments, at which 
point the actors have to use a word beginning with the letter 
A (or alef) as the start for their next sentence. Shortly after, an 
audience member interrupts and they must start a sentence 
with the letter B/beis.  And so on. When an actor gets stuck, 
switch with an audience member.

Patterns Game 3+

How To Play:
One player leaves the room. Other players must create a 
pattern for the outsider to guess by asking questions and 
observing the answers.  Answers don’t have to be true, they 
just have to fit the pattern! For example, if the pattern is “Start 
with the sound B”, the answers to questions like “How old are 
you?” and “Where do you live?” will be “ben chamesh” and “Bet 
Shemesh,” respectively. The player who left has to guess the 
pattern!
Ideas To Get You Started:
•Subtly scratch your head during the answer, or adjust your 
sock/stocking.  
•All answers have to do with the park, or supermarket, or 
Shabbos.
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More Complicated:
•The answers start with letters that spell out the player’s name, 
or something else.
•Use 2 patterns, one the “real” pattern and another decoy.

I Spy  3+

How To Play:
Take turns “spying” an object within sight, identifying it by color 
only, and let everyone guess what it is. “I spy with my little 
eye something the color X.” You can rotate turns in a particular 
order, or give the privilege to whoever guesses the object

I Spy Variation 5+

How To Play:
Instead of a color, choose a mitzvah to think of, giving one 
clue as to what it might be. “I’m thinking of a mitzvah, and the 
mitzvah is done in the morning” or “the mitzvah is done with a 
person,” etc.

Hot Cup Buildings 2+

How To Play:
Using loads of hot cups, build cities, Har sinai, mazes, and 
anything else you can think of.

Categories 4+  
How To Play:
Pick a category (toys, cities, boys’ names, fruits, etc.)
Going around the circle, each person lists one item from the 
category -- no repeats!

Every 30 seconds 4+  
4+ players
How To Play:
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One player begins the circle with an action (e.g., patting lap, 
clapping hands, tapping head), and as they do so, everyone 
chants together, “Every 30 seconds, someone is going crazy!”
As they finish the refrain once, the next player (to the left) picks 
up the first action, and the first player begins a new action.  
Everyone chants the refrain. The third player then picks up 
the action from player #2, player #2 picks up the action from 
player #1, and player #1 begins a new action.  And so on, each 
player picking up the action from the player before him/her 
with each refrain repetition. As it goes on, it gets crazier and 
funnier!

Meatballs and Spaghetti 6+   
2+ players
How To Play:
Take turns reading a book.  When the reader arrives at a word 
beginning with M (or mem), switch the word out for “meatballs.”  
When the reader arrives at a word beginning with S (or samech/
sin), switch the word out for “spaghetti.”  If the reader misses a 
word, it’s the next reader’s turn!

Tapping Game 5+

3+ players, the more the merrier!
How To Play:
All player sit around a table, and places their left hand on the 
table in front of them.  Then, places their right hand over the 
left hand of the player next to them.  This way, every left hand 
is under another’s, and every right hand is over another’s.
One person starts tapping, cueing the player next to them 
to tap: in order of hands, not in order of players.   Attempt to 
keep a steady pace.  When a hand misses a tap, or taps out of 
turn, that hand is out. Anyone at any point can “double tap” to 
reverse the direction. Keep going until there is only one hand 
left.
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Ring Game 5+  
5+ players
How To Play:
All players except two sit in a circle holding their hands in front 
of them, palms closed together. One extra player walks around 
with a ring or similar item and holds it her hands, also palms 
together. She circles the players, pretending to put it in each 
player’s hands, and actually placing it into one player’s. The 
second extra player follows the first, attempting to guess who 
has the ring.

Hot & Cold  3+
 

2+ players
How To Play:
One player hides an object.  All other players search, and as 
they get farther from or closer to finding it, the one who’s hid 
the item calls out gradations of freezing to boiling, respectively.

Where Did You Put Me? 4+  
2+ players
Materials:
Blindfold (tights, scarf, or mask)

How To Play:
One player is blindfolded.  The other players sets the 
blindfolded player somewhere in the house, first spinning 
him around and taking him on a tour in order to disorient him.  
Then, he has to guess where he’s been put.

Smile Catch 3+  
2+ players
How To Play:
One player puts on a huge smile and then “takes it off” and   
   “puts it in her hand,” making a straight face.  Then, “throw” the 
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smile to another player, who catches it, removes it, and tosses it 
onward.  And so on, making big and silly smiles.
Try out other faces to toss and catch, too! (angry, sad, scared, 
surprised)

Counting 1-10 5+  
4+ players
How To Play:
A group of players count to ten, calling numbers across the 
circle/table. First player calls “1,” and then any other player 
calls “2,” and so on through 10.  If more than one person says 
the same number, everyone has to start again from 1.

Fee Fi Fo Fum 5+

6+ players
Setting Up:
4 players stand facing away from the audience
Name each player as Fee, Fi, Fo, and Fum, keeping their names 
secret from the 4 players.
How To Play:
Ask the audience a question regarding the 4 people. For 
example, “Who likes ketchup?”  “Who likes the rain?” “Who is 
an early riser?” The audience answers by identifying Fee, Fi, Fo, 
or Fum (it could be more than 1 player). The standing players 
try to guess their names based on the audience’s answer.

Telephone 4+

5+ players
How To Play:
All players sit in a circle. The first player whispers any word into 
the ear of the player next to them.  The second player repeats 
the word however they heard it, in a whisper to the third, and so 
on. The last person in the circle announces the word they heard 
whispered to them! 
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Broken Telephone 5+

5+ players
How To Play:
Instead of passing on the word that was heard, pass on a word 
that is associated with that word, and continue around the 
circle whispering associated words.  At the end, see how it 
evolved!

Indian Chief 5+

5+ players
How To Play:
One player leaves the room.  Another player is the Indian Chief.
The Indian Chief begins with an action as all other players 
follow his lead.  When he changes motions, all players follow.
The player who left is called back in to guess who the Indian 
Chief is.

7 Sticks 7+

Materials:
A long stretch of open play area
7 “sticks” (sticks, long wooden block, rope, strips of paper)

Setting Up:
Line the 7 sticks parallel to each other, with just over one 
shoe’s length between each stick.
How to Play:
Each player steps between each and every stick (no skipping), 
and then goes to the back of the line. The last player jumps 
over all 7 sticks.  He then chooses a stick, from 2 to 7, and 
has another player move it to mark the spot he leaped to. 
Now, there are some larger spaces and others small. Continue 
playing, each player stepping between every stick only once.  
The last player continues to jump, choosing different sticks to 
mark a new “jump” marker.
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Sing-a-long-a-letter Game 5+

3+ players
How To Play:
One player begins a song. Another player bangs at a random 
moment during the song, signaling the first player to stop 
singing. The next player in line must start a song that begins 
with the last letter of the last word sung by the previous player.
Continue around for as long as you can!

Para Aduma
How To Play:
Build a para aduma out of all the red building toys you have

Tehillim Chazzan
How To Play:
Take turns being chazzan; everyone gets a perek of tehillim to 
say.  Read it line by line as everyone repeats.  Wonderful for 
Shabbos.

Pirkei Avos Party 
How To Play:
Put out nosh to eat while each person has a turn to read a 
mishna and explain for the perek for that week.

Slow Motion Sing-a-Song
How To Play:
Select a song. Go around the room, each person singing only 
one word of the song.  Try to keep to the beat and tune. Lots of 
fun!

Sheva Boom 10-12+

How To Play:
Each player says a number in chronological order.  Whenever 
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you arrive at a number with a 7 in it, or it is a multiple of 7, 
swap it out for “Boom!” (7, 17, 27 as well as 14, 21).  If the 
multiples are too hard, save them for another time.
Super Challenge
“Bim!”, “Bam!” and “Boom!” are swapped for the numbers with 
a 3, 5, 7 (or multiples thereof), respectively.
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Large Scale Projects and 
Activities& Activites

LARGE SCALE
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Parsha Corner 
Hang a huge paper to be on display.  Let the children hang 
projects, coloring pages, or interesting Torah/other ideas they 
learn about over the week. Additionally, or alternatively, hang a 
box on the wall to display little models of the parsha that kids 
have made.  If you have a shelf/windowsill available to clear in 
a main room, you can use that! 
Use this idea for any other series of projects or ideas you’d like 
to display.

Un-Birthday Party
Make a birthday party for no one or everyone! Design paper 
hats and signs.  Hang balloons, streamers.  Decorate birthday 
cards for each other. Bake a cake/cupcakes, set out nosh. Play 
birthday games!  Pin the tail on the donkey, hot potato with 
small gifts wrapped in layers of newspaper. Turn on the music, 
sing birthday songs, lift everyone in chairs…
Have a birthday blast!

Marble Jar
Materials:
Empty coffee jar or similar transparent container
Marbles, small coins, large beads, or chocolate chips

Instructions:
Encourage the children to share out loud when they notice 
another family member being kind or otherwise doing a 
mitzvah.  Every time they notice, they get to put marble in 
the jar! When the jar is full, enjoy a family privilege or treat 
together to celebrate the ahavas chinam.
Tip :
If it’s too hard to fill the jar, the enthusiasm will be lost.  For 
example, a small jar (e.g. 4 oz) may be filled by a large family 
using small beads.  A smaller family may need larger objects.     
     A coffee jar will likely need to be filled using larger pieces, 
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depending on family size.

Pizza Shop
Delegate pizza shop jobs based on age and ability. Make the 
dough and individual pizzas. Set up the shop; setting the 
table, decorate napkins, create a menu (pizza, toppings, salad/
cut veggies or fruits, drinks, desserts (zeplies from extra pizza 
dough!). Some people can play waiters, others customers, until 
it’s time to eat. 
Use the pizza, calzone, and zeplies from Ideas Daily Kitchen 
section.

Mock Wedding
Decorate your house and family as chasunadik as possible. Give 
out roles;  chosson, kallah, grandparents, sisters- and brothers- 
of, caterer, photographer, etc.Set the table beautifully, using 
anything available. Make a band with real music, or with pots 
and pans. Dance, sing, carry the baalei simcha on chairs.
Be sure the photographer takes lots of pictures!

Family Newspaper
Plan your newspaper; decide what columns will be included, 
and who will author them.
Ideas:
Interview someone on the phone, dramatic story, comics, 
survey, photojournalism.
Collect all the columns and put together a great newspaper for 
all to enjoy!
Scan, photograph, or print to share with family and friends.

Mailboxes
Decorate clear plastic fruit and vegetable boxes, envelopes, 
cereal boxes, or shoe boxes, to create personalized mailboxes.  
Designate a place for the family’s mailboxes. 
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Throughout the day and week, everyone can write/color mail 
for different people in the family. 
For an added fun, take turns over the week for different family 
members to play the mailman, delivering mail!

Ice Cream Shop
Make a few flavors of ice cream. Make hats and name tags for 
shop workers, and design a sign with your shop’s name.
Gather fun additions; toppings, bananas, syrups, cones, 
decorated bowls or cups. Dip your cones in melted chocolate 
and sprinkles for added fun. Set up the shop counter, with cups, 
cones, and toppings on display.
Use one of the ice cream recipes from Ideas Daily Kitchen 
section.

Scavenger Hunt
This can be played in teams, with double sets of clues (one for 
each team), or as one group of teamworkers, or an individual.
Plan your hunt; decide what the end destination, activity, or 
surprise will be. Set up a series of clues, taking your players on 
a trip around the house or surrounding play area.  Each clue 
should hint to the next hunting spot, until the last clue leads 
them to the surprise destination!

Ideas for Final Destination:
A fun snack, an exciting notice about a future activity, a hidden 
treasure, a person who will pop out of hiding.

Secret Sibling Buddies 
Every sibling gets a secret buddy.  These can be parent-
selected (especially if certain sibling relationships need a 
boost!) or lottery-selected.  Nobody tells who their buddy is!
Challenge your children to send gifts or offer assistance, or 
compliments to their buddy a certain number of times per day  
    or week.  Consider funding some money or fun foods as gifts 
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the buddies can give.
Finish off the week with a “Super Secret Sibling Buddies” party 
for all the positive energy created!

Wall Of Yerushalayim 3+

Materials:
Cereal box
Plain paper (individual, or large shared paper)
Markers
Colored paper
Scissors
Glue

Instructions:
Cut the cereal box into small/medium sized “bricks.”  Paste on 
a paper, alternating the brick placement so that it looks like a 
stone wall. Consider decorating it with colored paper for moss, 
or possibly a passuk representing Yerushalayim or the geulah.
Ideas:
Let children put mitzvah notes about their siblings on the wall, 
or parents write notes for the children.
Stick tefillah notes to the wall.
Color each stone when a mitzvah or kindness is done.

Build a Toy Kitchen
Materials:
Boxes varying in height, size, and shape (e.g., large shoe boxes, 
moving boxes, fruit crate boxes)
Markers or paint
Foil
Stickers
Glue gun
Large scissor or x-acto knife
Egg carton
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Pipe cleaners

Instructions:
Fridge:  A box, or set of boxes, with flaps or lids that open like 
a door.  If stacking a few, attach them with hot glue or strong 
tape.
Counters and Cabinets: Large boxes with flaps, on their sides.  
The top is the counter, the flaps are cabinet doors.  Can use 
contact paper to create pretty countertops
Sink: Fruit crate box on top of a medium-large box with flaps 
that open as doors of a cabinet
Shelves: inside the cabinet, glue in single pieces of cardboard to 
serve as shelves
Oven and Stovetop: Large box facing backwards.  Tape the 
bottom of the box securely, and then cut it open on 3 sides to 
serve as the oven door.  Glue on cardboard or foil circles and 
squares for burners and grates.
Handles and hooks: form out of aluminum foil.
Knobs and round handles: cover large bottle caps with foil, or 
cut out “knobs” from egg crates.
Grates for sink or oven: pipe cleaners formed into a grid.
Glue the various parts together, or keep separate.  Get fun with 
the paint, creating doors and kitchen items (clocks, spices, 
kitchen art) wherever you’d like.
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Enjoy!
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