
KEEP SHINING By Miriam Dvorin

The Ettlinger 
kids, on their 
way to deliver 
packages in 
the Old City! 

No garbage in 
these bags!  Tzvi 
Yitzchak's delivering 
coats to families 
affected by the fire 
on Sorotzkin Street. 

X

Who would have imagined how far one 
family’s initiative could go?  Reaching 
higher is the theme in the home of the 
Ettlingers of Yerushalayim. What began 
as a small seed of inspiration to help 
fellow Jews in quarantine has grown 
into a chessed organization that is 
reaching around the country. Let’s meet 
four of the Ettlinger boys, and hear 
about their shining examples of taking 
action and performing chessed.  

Would you like to share something 
special about yourself with Spark2it 

readers?  We’d love to meet you!  Ask 
your parents’ permission and send us 
a blurb, telling us some unique things 
and/or five fun facts about yourself. 

You may be hearing from us real soon! 
Prizes for all featured kids!

Shimmy helps 
prepare pekelach 
in the sukkah. A 
mitzvah inside a 
mitzvah!

Tons of nosh! 
Sorry, can't 
share, it's for 
the kids in 
quarantine. 

Tzvi Yitzchak, 
the happy bar 
mitzvah boy. 

The Ettlinger boys, 
weighed down 
with mitzvos.
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Hello, Ettlingers! Please tell us about 
your family’s chessed organization, 
GoBidud.

Mrs. Ettlinger: Our main goal is to 
provide help for people in quarantine (bidud), 
due to exposure to COVID-19. These people 
are legally not allowed to leave their homes 
for any reason for between 10 to 14 days — 
not even to get medicines, or food from the 
grocery. Actual coronavirus patients may be 
isolated for even longer. We offer many types 
of assistance to people in bidud by connecting 
them with our volunteers. For example, our 
volunteers of all ages run errands and do 
grocery shopping for people, make friendly 
phone calls to lonely people, and even take out 
their garbage. During the recent lockdown in 
Yerushalayim, GoBidud delivered thousands of 
fun care packages to kids, making their indoor 
hours easier and happier.  

What was your family’s inspiration for 
starting it?

Uri, 11: Rabbi Yitzchak Berkovitz, the Rav 
of our neighborhood, gave a shiur about the 
importance of helping people who are in 
bidud. 

Tzvi Yitzchak, 13: When my father heard 
Rav Berkovitz’s shiur, he  said, "Chazal say, 
B’makom she’ein ish, hishtadel l’hiyos ish, 
in a place where no one is doing what needs 
to be done, be the one to do it.” He said, 
“Hashem wants us to learn something from 
the fact that we must socially distance, so we 
will strengthen our closeness, by improving 
our chessed with one another.” We’re using 
the challenges of COVID to connect people 
through chessed.  

When did GoBidud actually begin?
Mrs. Ettlinger: On June 4, 2020, Israel 

began to slowly open up, allowing flights to 
arrive into the country. All new arrivals to 
Israel were automatically quarantined for 
two weeks. We realized that many of these 
families needed support, so we started our 
organization, GoBidud. Originally, it was 
a shared document where people could 

request the help they needed, and people 
in the community could respond.  Then we 
saw an ad for Bidud Buddies, which delivered 
treat packages to kids, and we decided to 
pair up with them. It was very successful, 
and we expanded our services week by week. 
As of now, over 1,000 families in over 40 
communities have been helped by GoBidud.

What motivated each of you boys to get 
involved?

Tzvi Yitzchak: Last school year, when our 
cheder had already returned to classroom 
learning, our Rav advised us to continue 
learning from home. I decided to use my 
extra hours to get involved with my parents’ 
chessed, GoBidud. 

Shimmy, 7: I realized that my father was 
constantly searching for volunteers, so I 
decided to become one.  

Uri: I noticed how hard my father was 
working (and how he was feeling a bit 
overwhelmed from all the work) and I wanted 
to help. 

Moishie, 9: I experienced bidud myself. 
Once I understood what it felt like, I wanted to 
help other kids in the same situation.  

What are your favorite jobs? 
Moishie: I like to make deliveries on 

my bike. I ride from place to place with the 
packages hanging on the handlebars.  

Shimmy: During the Chol Hamoed Sukkos 
lockdown, our family had special permission 
from the police to travel around and deliver 
packages. I especially enjoyed delivering in 
the Old City, where we passed packages to 
people through their windows. We delivered 
over 300 packages to kids in the Old City 
alone. That was a great Chol Hamoed outing! 

Why do you do it?  
Tzvi Yitzchak: We want to do chessed. 

Helping others gives me such a good feeling.
Moishie: … and it’s fun!
Shimmy: If we help people while they’re in 

bidud, it makes it easier for them to keep to it, 
which prevents others from possibly getting 
sick.  

read on>>
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KEEP SHINING

What is the biggest challenge for the 
organization?

Uri: We have a lot of expenses. Today, we 
do much more than just delivering packages 
to kids in bidud. We offer packages to new 
mothers, we provide subsidized meals, and 
much, much more.  We have delivery costs, 
and many technical expenses.  

What are the plans for raising money?
Tzvi Yitzchak: My father said that 

everything we do will be paid back by Hashem, 
but of course we need to raise the money. My 
father and I listened to a seminar on how to 
fundraise, and I hope to be involved in that 
in the future. We just ran a huge fundraising 
campaign and, baruch Hashem, it was very 
successful. 

What’s the hardest part of it for you? 
Tzvi Yitzchak and Uri: It’s not easy that 

our father is so busy with the organization, 
but olam chessed yibaneh — we are proud of 
him.

Moishie: It’s a lot of work, but our father 
bought us donuts to thank us for helping so 
much! 

What kind of feedback have you 
received from your recipients?

Tzvi Yitzchak and Uri: People are 
amazed at how much help we provide. They 
feel so cared about and they’re so grateful.  

Shimmy: Some people are so appreciative, 
they want to donate money to GoBidud.

Mrs. Ettlinger: Bachurim who received 
our Simchas Torah packages while they were 
in bidud told us, “It felt like receiving a nice 
gift from a friend you barely know.” 

Can you share an inspiring story about 
how GoBidud has affected someone?

Uri: Someone had a large supply of extra 
chickens, so they gave it to a yeshivah whose 
talmidim were in bidud. Those bachurim 
served the chicken at a siyum. The boys were 
so touched by the chessed, they wanted 
to find a way to help others in bidud. They 

contacted my parents at GoBidud and offered 
to deliver packages to another yeshivah in 
bidud.  

Moishie: When my Rebbi had the 
coronavirus, our whole class went into bidud. 
GoBidud organized care packages for the 
boys. They were so happy! 

What are the plans for GoBidud in the 
near future?

Mrs. Ettlinger: As the number of people 
in bidud decreases, we are reaching further 
and becoming Go Idud — meaning Support 
or Encouragement — and offering help to a 
wider group of people. 

Several weeks ago, we began our 
subsidized supper program. With the help of 
a generous donor and community volunteers, 
we provide a weekly, affordable and delicious 
supper for anyone needing extra help. Every 
mother needs a break sometimes!

Tzvi Yitzchak: Recently, we were very 
involved in helping the victims of the fire 
that broke out on Rechov Sorotzkin in 
Yerushalayim.  No one was seriously injured, 
baruch Hashem, but many families were 
forced to temporarily leave their homes due 
to smoke and water damage.  

The first Shabbos after it happened, we 
sent packages of cakes and kugels to 80 
families. One woman called to tell us that she 
was so touched by the outpouring of love — 
she was choked up as she spoke.  

Can you give some words of chizuk 
to kids who are interested in being 
involved in chessed?

Tzvi Yitzchak: In the beginning it’s very 
hard, but in the end it’s worth it. In order to be 
involved, I give up time with friends and other 
things that I want to do. But I get satisfaction 
from helping — and I don’t do it because I feel 
obligated, I do it because I want to. 

Thank you, Ettlingers, for sharing your 
shining example of chessed!

If you’d like to be a part of this fantastic 
project and assist kids in bidud, please 
contact the BB office.

KEEP SHINING
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Age: 13

Location: Sanhedria Murchevet, Yerushalayim 

Siblings: I am the second of seven. We’re six boys and 
one girl. The youngest are twins, a boy and a girl.

Do you have a nickname? Itchy! That’s what the 
twins call me because they can’t pronounce my name. 

One of the most creative things I’ve done 
lately: I built a small closet for my bedroom.

My favorite belongings are: My camera and 
my mp3 player. I received them from my parents. 

My favorite place to visit is: America, 
because both sets of my grandparents, and all of my 
aunts, uncles and cousins live there. 

My greatest strength or middah: Vatranus. My 
friend and I both wanted to join a game of soccer, but 
there was only one spot left on the team, and I let my 
friend join instead of me.  

I’m especially good at: Making people smile. I make 
jokes, and I know just the right thing to say to make people 
feel good.

But this is hard for me: I love animals, but my mother 
won’t let me buy a pet. I used to wish for a horse to keep 
in the yard beneath my building, but at this point I would 
compromise on something small, like a parrot. 

What was your biggest challenge?  My corona 
bar mitzvah.  I didn’t have any family come in from chutz 
laAretz. I really miss my grandparents and wish they could 
have come. Also, I had to learn a new Haftarah because there 
were no minyanim the week of my actual birthday.  My mother 
did a lot of nice things, but it wasn’t the same as a real party. 

I look up to: Rav Yitzchak Yosef, the Rishon LeTzion, because he treats me 
with so much respect.  I daven in the same shul as him. He always greets me 
nicely, he told me I am “part of his minyan,” and he even gave me an aliyah.   

Something I’d love to do one day that I’ve never experienced: 
Ride on a motor boat. 

When I grow up I hope to be: An acrobat. 

Something I’m looking forward to when Moshiach 
comes: Being on the roof of Yeshivas Aish HaTorah, which 
overlooks the Kosel, and seeing the Beis Hamikdash coming 
down. 

Meet Tzvi Yitzchak E.

Here's the closet I built 
with my own two hands!

Getting my coronavirus test 

done by a man in blue!

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
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